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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF ALBEFRTA

Wednesday, May 3rd, 1572

{1te House met at 2:30 pm. )
PRAYERS

[Mr. Speaker in the Chair. )

PRESENTING REPORTS EY STANDING AND SELECT COMMITTEES
MR. KOZIAK:

Mr. Speaker, as Chairman of the Select Committee appointed by
this Hcuse on the 21st day of April, 1972, I teg leave to submit a
report that the ccmmittee has held its first organizational meeting
one half hour ago and at that weeting, has decided not to present to
the House an interim repcrt on the Gray Report that was tabled and
read in the House yesterday afternoon.

MR. ASHTION:

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Private Bills Committee, I wish to
sutmit a report with respect to the petition cf the City of Calgary
for an act to terminate certain agreements between the Canadian
Pacific Railway Ccmpany and the City of Calgary, and with respect to
the petition of Orville V. Berkenshaw for an act respecting Great Way
Merchandising Limited and the Securities Act, I find that the rules
of the Assembly with respect to the payment of fees and advertising
in local newspapers and the Alberta Gazette have teen duly ccmplied
with and I recommend that leave be granted to introduce the bills.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 66 _The Hosrital Visitors Ccmmittee Act, 1972

DR. MCCRIMMON

Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to present Bill No. 66, seconded by the
hon. Merber for Stettler, The Hospital Visitors Committee Act. Under
the provisions of section 39 of The Public Health Act, the Board of
Visitors to visit hospitals was established January 1, 1960 by the
Lieutenant Governor in Ccuncil. The Department of Health Act came
into being in 1967 and fprovided for the Minister of Health to
establish a Board of Visitors whc may, from time tc time, visit,
insgect, and examine hospitals, sanitoriums or «cther instituticns
operated or administered by the dejartment or their records. With
the aralgamation c¢f the Health and Social Development under The
Department of Health and Social Development Act, the Minister of
Health and Social Develcgment was given the pcwer by section 5 of the
said act tc establish a board, ccmmittee, or council who may, from
time tc time, visit, inspect, and examine hospitals, sanitoriums, or
cther institutions ofperated or administered by the department. The
proposed legislation would result in the cancellation of the former
committee and result in the establishment of a Hospital Visitors
Comrittee arpointed by cabinet. The committee estaklished of 12
members appointed Ly the Lieutenant Governor, would have the right,
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frcm time to time, to wvisit all hospitals for the purpose of
reviewing and inspecting them in the manner in which they are
operated. The ccmmittee would not have the right to inspect
financial records, nc¢r records relating to diagnosis, treatment or
care prcvided in respect to the individual patients. The committee
would not attempt ¢to act as a medical ombudsman, but would examine
hospitals in a general way in order to inquire into the care,
treatment, rehabilitation, and general attitudes of the patients in
the hospitals, the general attitudes cf the hcspital employees, and
the rlannirg and ¢grograms, the co-ordination of prcgrams for the
care, treatment, and rehabilitation of patients in the fprevention of
disease.

[Leave being gqranted, Bill Nc. 66 was introduced and read a
first time.]

MR. CRAWFORD:

Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the hon. Minister of Federal
and Interqgovernmental Affairs that Bill No. 66, The Hospital Visitors
Committee Act be placed on the Order Paper under Government Bills and
Orders.

[The mction was carried without debate or dissent.)]

Bill No. 67: The Leqal Profession Amendment Act, 1572

MR. LEIICH:

Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to introduce a bill, being The Legal
Profession Amerdment Act, 1€72. Number one, it provides for three
amendments. The first deals with the admission to the practice of
law of members who have wcrked in the Department of the Attorney
General. The second deals with benchers who have been members of a
committee of inquiry, sitting when the applicant appears before the
entire benchers, and the ¢third prohitits a municipality from
requiring a member of the Law Society to have a licence from the
municifality in order to practise his profession.

{Leave tLteing granted, Bill ©Nc. 67 was introduced and read a
first time.)

Bill No. Pr. 10
An Act respecting
Great _Way Merchandising Ltd. and The Securities Act

MR. HIKMAN:

Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to introduce a bill, being An Act
respecting Great Way Merchtandising Ltd. and The Securities Act. The
single clause purports tc declare that a certain agreement used by
this ccrrany shall not, and shall be deemed not to have been, a
security under The Securities Act.

[Leave being granted, Bill No. Pr. 10 was introduced and read a
first time.]

BPill No. Pr. 7
An Act to Terminate Certain Agreements Between
the Canadian_Pacitic Railway_Ccrrany and the City of Calgary

MR. FAFFAN:

Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to introduce Private Bill No. 7, An Act
to Terminate Certain Agreements Between the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company, and the City cf Calgary. MNr. Speaker, the petitioners for
this private bill are the City Council of the City of Calgary. The
memkters are all aware that under The Railway Act, pascsed before the
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turn of the <century, railway property wvwas largely exempt frcm
property tax. 1In recent years this exemptior in perpetuity has been
altered by federal statute and by some provincial statutes, but in
the meantime, in 1911, while the railway properties were still
totally exempt, the <City of Calgary entered into a bilateral
agreement with the CPR, whereby the CPR made a voluntary ad hoc
payment cf $37,000 a year, which was considered to be in 1lieu of
tazxes, This agreement was ccnfirmed and ratified and entered into
again ir 19S4. The City Council of the City c¢f Calgary maintains
that the proper taxes tc be paid by the Palliser Hotel should be in
the neighbourhood of $250,000 a year, as opposed to the $37,000, and
therefore they are asking for this act tc terminate those bilateral
agreements of 1911 and 1954.

[Leave being granted, Bill No. Pr. 7 was introduced and read a
first time.}

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS
MR. SCHMID:

Mr. Speaker, I would like to introduce to you and through you to
the rembers cf this Asserbly 50 students from Grade VI of the Mill
Creek School. Especially, I would like to thank their teachers who
brcught them down here; Miss Gail Lorenz, Mr. Avery Stewert, and Mr.
Marvin Tobert. I hope they enjoyed the lectures they had in the past
60 minutes and hope that they will enjoy the democratic process which
is going on down here. I would 1like them ncw tc stand and ke
reccgnized.

DR. HCHOL:

Mr. Speaker, 1in the pullic callery this afterncon we have 86
visitors frcm my constituency of Edmonton Belmont. Eighty-five are
grade X students and cne 1is their suretrvicsing teacher, Mr. Eob
Berube. I echo the =sentiments in the purpose of the visit as
expressed by wny hon. colleague, the hon. Minister of Youth, Culture
and Recreation. Would they please stand with their teacher and te
recognized by this Assembly.

DR. McCFIMMCN:

Mr. Speaker, I wculd like to introduce tc you and through you to
the members of this Assembly, a former member of this Hcuse who =at
in the House for 15 years. He was a Social Credit member from my
constituency for 15 years. We are delighted to see him tack. He is
in your gallery. I would ask that Mr. Glen Jchnson now rise and be
reccgnized by the foucse.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

syncrude Tar_Sands Levelopment

MR. DIXON:

Mr. Speaker, I would 1like to direct a question to the hon.
Minister of Mines and Minerals. It is regarding the proposed
Syncrede tar sands develcpment. Last week when I asked a question of
the hon. minister regarding the Syncrude proposal, he suggested that
I hold my guestions until he had had a chance tc meet again with the
ccmpany, swhich I understand he now has. While he is bringing us up
¢o0 date on the tar sands develcrment, one particular gquestion I would
like tc direct to the hcn. minister -- was the Syncrude company able
to appoint a Canadian ccntractor for the 1initial phase of the
rlanning and constructicn of this huge project?
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MR. CICKI1E:

Yes, Mr. Speaker. As I mentioned last week, we had a meeting

scheduled this week. I did meet yesterday morning with Mr. Frank
Spragins who 1is the Fresident of Syncrude Canada Limited. I would
say we achieved two objectives at that meeting. The first wvas to
deal with Clause No. 4, that we had attached to the conditions of the
Syncrude application. Hcn. members will recall that condition was
that they would emplcy residents of Alberta; they would use
construction firms resident in Alberta; they would purchase eguifpment
and sugplies manufactured in Alberta; and they would use engineering
services in Alberta, where it was reasonable and practical to do so.

The condition also rrovided <that we would have quarterly
meetings with the liaiscn ccmmittee of Cabinet. VYesterday's meeting
was tc achieve the «cbjective of setting up the first quarterly
meeting. We have scheduled that meeting now for some two weeks
hence, in which we will review with the managing contractor, as well
as Syncrude, the terms and conditions., They have outlined briefly
how they propose tc carry on those meetings. I might mention that
although the «ccndition provides fcr quarterly meetings, the
suggesticn was made that in the initial instance it might be
desirable frem the government's point of view, so they are kept fully
abreast of 1it, tc have the meetings more than each quarter. So we
have set that up, and that is in progress nov.

The second point that we discussed concerned the cverall growth
of Fort McMurray, and tte effect and implicaticns of the Syncrude
develcprent in that area. That involves nore than 3just the
Department of Mines and Minerals. It involves my hon. colleagues,
the hon. Minister cf Municipal Affairs, the hon. Minister of
Telephones and the hon. Minister of Industry and Ccmmerce. ¥e have
set up another meeting with Cabinet to discuss the development of
Fort rcMurray, so that all aspects are 1looked at as +the Syncrude
project progresses.

That deals briefly with the meeting we had. I think the hon.
member tad one further question, and that dealt with the managing
contractor engaged Lty Syncrude Canada Limited. That contractor is
Canadian Bechtel Limited, which is not a Canadian firm, but has
engaced over 1,000 Canadians in their organization.

MB. DIXCN:

T0 the hon., wminister, Mr. Speaker. I suppose it is difficult
for the company to find a Canadian ccntractor with the experience to
qualify. They made an attempt, did they, to find a Canadian
contractor?

MR. DICKIE:

Yes, Mr. Speaker. We reviewed that with them at the time and
just Lefore they finalized the engagement cf Canadian Bechtel
Lirited. At that time I asked the president of the company if he
could detail, by way of a letter, the reasons how this developed, and
the criteria they followed for hiring that managing contractor. I
would be pleased to tatle that letter which I think fully sets out
the reascns. I den't think I would do it Jjustice if I just
highlighted that letter in the questicn period, so if the hon. member
wishes, I would be glad to table that letter.

MR. DIXCN:

One final supplementary gquestion then. The Minister of the
Envircnrent could answer it. There are some problems regarding
envircnmental control of the o0il as far as accidental overflow
getting into the river, and I was wcndering vhat precautions are
taken. Will this rflant be farther away from the river than the
present Canadian 0Oil Sands gplant?
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MR. DICKRIE:

I am glad you menticned the Minister of the Envircnment. Tn my
ansver I d4id omit tc mention that the Minister of the Envircnment
will Lke set 1in with this ccmmittee, and I'm sure he would like to
answer the question that you have just asked.

HR. LCUGHEED:

Mr. Speaker, the hon. Minister is not in his place at this
particular time. That is a questicn that I will take up with him so
he can give you an ansver tcmorrow.

MR. R. SPEAKER:

Mr. Speaker, a surplementary question tc the hon. Minister of
Mines and Minerals.

MR. SPEAKER:

We are going tc have to get supplementaries organized in
nunerical crder. Perhaps the hcn. Member for Calgary North Hill
follovwed by the hon. Member for Little Bow.

MR. FARRAN:

A suprlementary fcr the hon. minister on the same subject cf the
tar sands. For the Great Canadian O0il Sands contract a similar
situaticn occcurred where Bechtel got the prime contract, but there
was influence brought t¢ bear, I think, through negotiation for
Mannix Ltd., an Alberta company, to have a sub-contract on a large
portion of the work. Will the government use its best endeavours to
see that as much as pcssible is suk-contracted to Alberta companies?

MR. DICRIE:

Yes, Mr. Speaker. I can give the hon. memker that assurance and
that was really one of the main purgposes of conditicn 4 that we
attached to the Syncrude rpermit. I think I could also add that
certainly in the discussions that we have had with Syncrude Canada
Ltd., they recognized this and are looking fcrward tc meeting with
our liaision committee to review these various sub-contracts that are
let with a view to make sure that Altertans, as well as Alberta-based
companies, have an opportunity to participate in this project.

MR. R. SPEAKER:

Mr. Speaker, my questicn to the hon. minister is as follows. I
quite well understand that Bechtel has the capability c¢f doing the
work. One of the comncerns that I have had over the past two or three
years is that there hasn't been an Alberta company capable of doing
this and the reasoning that can continue whereby business always goes
to such a company as Bechtel. My question then is, to the minister,
what steps will be taken by the government to assist an Alberta-based
firm to develop the capability to do the work for which Bechtel is
presently being used in the form of a crude contract?

MR. DICRIE:

Mr. Speaker, I think that is a very good question. I was really
expecting that questicn tc¢ come €arlier when we received the letter
frcw Syncrude Canada Ltd., dealing with that. 1In our discussions
with them on this gcint, I think that what we hope to achieve is to
develop experience thrcugh this type of liaiscn ccmmittee so that
Alberta ccmpanies are engaged, sub-trades and sc forth, and <o
eventually they will te in the same pcsiticn as Alberta companies for
future grcjects tor which they can apply and say they have the
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expertise that is needed to successfully carry out a project of this
nature.

Use_of Canadian_Contractors

MR. CLAEK:

I have a supplementary question to the hon. Minister of Mines
and Minerals. Can the minister tell the Legislature what company 1is
doing the work at the Imperial Cil expansion here in town, in the
City of Fdmonton? And is it, in fact, a Canadian company that is
doing tte prime ccntract for the new refinery?

MR. TCTICKIE:

Mr., Speaker, I recall scme meetings. I can't recall the exact
name ncvw, and rather than try to attempt to answer that question I
vas going to refer to the Minister of Industry and Transportation,
but he isn't in his place today. If you will 1leave that question
with us we will have the answer for you on that.

MR. CLAFK:
Would you also check and see whether it is a Canadian company?
MR. L[ICKIE:

Yes, I would be glad to determine for the hon. memker the extent
of Canadian participaticn or ownership in that company.

MR. SEEAKER:

The hon. Member for Spirit River-Pairview followed by the hon.
Merker for Calgary Bow.

SIER_Program
MR. NCTLEY:

Mr. Speaker, I would like tc direct this questicn to the hon.
Minister Without Portfclio in Charge of the STEP program. By way of
explanaticn I received =several ccmplaints from villagers that
programs that they sutmitted were turned down, and in checking with
ofticials of the ¢frcgram, I note that in the Peace River area no
money is gcing to villaces, that all the money is either going to
towns or to the City of Grande Prairie. I am wondering whether the
minister could advise the House whether it is a policy to exclude
villages and hamlets and 1ID's, or if this 1is Jjust a set of
circumstances in that gparticular locality of Alberta?

MR. DCWLING:

Yes, Mr. Speaker. The situation 1is this. We felt that an
amount of money less than $5,00C for any particular town or village
cr city was just inadequate. It would allow the city or town tc hire
a minimum of three peorle €for a full three-month period in the
sumprer.

So we had to make a decision. The decision was that we voulad
limit cur municipal grants to towns and cities and that the
departmental prcgrams would funnel their funds into the various areas
of the province to fill in where we couldn't go. They have done a
fairly adequate job, in fact a very good job of this , in particular
the Department of Lands and Forests and the Department of Culture,
Youth and PRecreation. A great number of the smaller towns and
villages throughout the province have been covered through the
departmental appropriation.
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MR. NCILEY:
A supplementary gquestion tc the hon. minister. Have you

considered the situaticn where villages, together with either ID's or
MD's would clearly have projects large enough to qualify for the
$5,00C? Has the government concsidered that scort of a sitwation, and
whether cr not they could qualify?

MR. LCCWLING:

Yes, we've considered every roscsible angle. PBut of course, as
you kncw, if we open it up to one municipality then of course we have
to 1invite the cthers to present a project of a like kind. We felt
that in fairness to all areas of the province that we stould make the
rules apply in every part of the province in the same way. The Peace
River country, for an example, did fairly well frcm the standpoint cf
total STEP funds. They received in percentage a good deal more than
they wculd normally qualify for.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. Member for Calgary Bow, followed by the hon. Menmter
for Canmrose.

Insurance Companies Merger

MR. WILSON:

Mr. Speaker, I would 1like to direct a questicn to the hcn.
Attorney General. Has the rprovincial governsent approved the
proposed wmerger betseen Rocky Mountain Life Insurance Company and
another Canadian insurance company?

MR. LEITCE:

kr. Speaker, the hcn., member is not quite accurate in talking
about a proposed nmerger. There have been discussicns going on
between Focky Mountain Life Insurance Ccmpany and other companies,
and the government has been a party to those discussions. Beycnd
saying that there have been discussions and that the government has
been a party to them I think it would be improper -- because there
are cther companies 1involved in those discussions -- for me to now
discuss the details of it.

MR. WILSON:

A supplementary gquestion, Mr. Speaker. Bas an administratcr
been aprcinted and, if so, who is the administrator of the affairs of
the ccmpany?

MR. LEITCH:

Mr. Speaker, an administrator has not been agpointed.
MR. WIISCN:

A sugplementary question, Mr. Speaker. Is the government
satistied that existing legislation adequately protects the Albertans
hcldin¢ life insurance golicies with this company?

MB. LEITCH:

Mr. Speaker, the legislation in that area is something that I
have under review, There may need to be changes in it.
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MR, WILSCN:

A sugprlementary, Mr. Speaker. Has the government decided
whether or not to intrcduce any further Jlegislaticn +that would
frctect pclicy hclders?

FR. MINIPLY:
He just ansvwered that.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. Member for Camrose, followed ty the hon. Member for
Wainwright.

Canadian_Fertilizers for US

MP. STFC(MBERG:

Mr. Speaker, I wish to direct my question to the hon. Minister
of Agriculture. Are ycu aware that cnce again Canadian fertilizer
ranufacturers are shipping ¢their froduce to the United States at
prices which enable it to be delivered by truck back from the Dakotas
and Mcntana to tte prairie prcvinces for scme $20 a ton cheaper than
wve, western farmers, can purchase it at the plant? Can you give any
assurance that in the future any Canadian distributor willing to
purchase off-seascn fertilizer produce will be qucted the same price
as thke buyers frcm other countries?

DR. HCENEER:

Mr. Speaker, we are locking into the matter of all input costs
in agriculture. We'll make a special attempt to get up to date
immediately in regard to the fertilizer situvation in western Canada
and in Alberta.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. Member for Wainwright, followed by the hon. Member for
Calgary Mountain View.

The Farm Yoplement Act

MR. FUSTE:

Mr. Speaker, I would 1like to direct a question to the hcn.
Minister of Aqriculture. Can the hon. minister inform the members of
the Assenmbly the prcgress being made in the appointment of a farm
machinery administrator under The Farm Implement Act at this time?

DR. HCEFNEF:

I can't give the exact progress up to date, but I know that the
interviews have been carried out. Whether a man has, in fact, been
appcinted and run thrcugh the personnel office I'm not sure, but I'll
check and find out.

MR. ROSTE:

A supplementary question on The Farm Implement Act. 1Is the hcn.
minister aware of any further cancellaticns of farm implement
dealerships in the gprovince?

DR. HCENER:

I'm not aware of any further cancellations cf any dealerships in
the prcvince, Mr. Sgeaker. I would pcint out, cf course, that The
Farm Implement Act doesn't impcse any obligaticn on the farm
machinery companies tc maintain dealerships in any particular area.
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What it does do is try and protect the dealer from the distributor or
manufacturer in regard to his <suprly of rgarts, etc., if the
dealershifp 1is closed and those aspects of the act are teing enforced
and will continue to ke enfcrced. But the problem of making sure
that the various manufacturers of farm machinery have dealerships in
a variety of areas seems to me to be going a little bit further than
The Farm Implement Act intends.

MR. NCTLEY:

Suprlementary question, Mr. Speaker. Several weeks ago I asked
the hon. minister whether or nct a 1legal case vwhich changed the
mearing cf the act considerably as far as the judiciary had decided
the case -- whether or not the government was prepared to make any
amendments in the act this year. And at that time, if my memory
serves me right, the hcn. minister said that he would examine it and
report tack to the Legislature. My supgplementary gquestion to you is,
have ycu examined it and are you ready with the report?

DR. HCENEEF:

I have examined this, Mr. Speaker, and I am now having the law
officers in the department and the Attorney General's department give
me an opinion as tc whetlter or nct, in fact, what the hon. member
cays does take place. It is not our intention to bring forth any
amendments to The Farm Implement Act in this session of the
legislature.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hen. Member for Calgary Mountain View followed by the hcen.
Memter for Lethbridge West.

MR. LUDWIG:

Ccurt House Focd_Services

Br. Sreaker, I have a question for the hon. Minister of Public
Works. W®Would the minister advise whether the wmatter of «catering
services for provisicn cf food in the new Court House has been
settled?

DR. BACKUS:

Mr. Speaker, I Lelieve the matter has practically been settled.
I think there are a fev final negotiations that have to be undertaken
but ¢the agreement and the letter cf agreement has not as yet been
sent out, but the matter has been pretty well settled ¢to the
satistaction of those ccncerned.
MR. LODWIG:

Mr. Sgeaker, suprlementary; were services for providing fcod in
the Court House tendered for?

DR. PBACKUS:
Yes, Mr. Speaker.
MR. LUILIWIG:

Will the hon. minister advise whether the contract will te
awarded to the lowest tenderer?
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DR. BACKRUS:

The contract will be awarded based on those tenders. It was
based cn a score system and the highest scorer is the one who
prckbatly will te awarded the contract.

BR. LULKIG:

Would the hon. +winister advise -« in view of the fact he
indicated that the choice cf the party that will prcvide services has
been made -- the name <c¢f the farty tc whecr the contract will be
awarded?

CR. BACKUS:

Sorry, 1 didn't quite get that Mr. Speaker. Does he want to
kncw the name cf the party to whom the contract was awarded?

MR. ILUCWIC:

Yes.
DR. BACKUS:

Tte highest bidder on this was a Mrs. Lappa, and I think --
provided certain conditions are fulfilled as a result of it -- that
this lady will be getting the award.

MR. LOUCRIG:

Mr. Speaker, did 1 understand the hon. minister to say that the
highest tender was frcm Mrs. lappa and that she will get the award?

DR. BACKOS:

No, Mr. Speaker, he misunderstood. I said tte person making the
higkest score in the tendering, and the <scoring is based on the
variovs services that are eapected to be provided.

MR. LUDWIG:

Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact that it is well kncwn that this
lady, Mrs. Lappa, has teen attempting to obtain this contract, woulad
the hcr. minister table all the tenders?

(Interjections)

SOME HCN. MEMBERS:
Order! Point of crder!

MR. LUDWIG:

Wculd the hon. minister table all the tenders and all the
corresgcndence with reference to this matter?

[(Interjections)

Mr. Speaker, I have put a question to the minister and there has
been a lot of hecklirg and kikbitsing from the hon. pembers -- I
would prefer your decisicn on this matter rather than his.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. member 1is asking for producticn of documents and
perhaps he would like tc make it a Motion for a Return.
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MR. LULCW1G:

Yes, T will, Mr. Speaker, but all I do want ~- the question is
complete —- I'd like tc have him table this but if he wants it in
writing I'1l oblige him.

MR. HYNCMAN:
Ycu're the lowest scorer.

MR. GEUENWALLC:

Pipnancial Assistarce_for_Schocls

Mr. Speaker, I'd like to direct a guestion to the hon. Minister
of Education if I may. Mr. M#inister, has any special financial
assistarce been given, or any prcmise of assistance, to any school
toard in tte province, either fcr the cperation or for capital grants
in that particular district during this year of 19722

MR. HYNDMAN:
Whictk district was that, Mr. Speaker?
MR. GRUENWALD:

Has it been given to any school board or school district in the
province?

MR. HYXDMAN:

No, Mr. Speaker, so far this year there has been a continuation
of the pclicy announced last year which was essentially a 6% increase
in schccl costs fcr the jyear ending December 31st, 1972.

MR. GRUENWALD:

So then there has been no special assistarce given to anyone.
How many schcol boards approximately, and what school districts -~-
other than the Edmcntcn fublic -- which were acknowledged earlier in
the session, have made an appeal tc¢ you and asked for special
assistarce?

MR. HYNCMAN:

Cuite a nurmber, Mr. Speaker. Let's see, the Wainwright fpeople
were ir, and Leduc -- well there were gquite a number. 1 think there
would Lte 10 or 15, in cne way or ancther, came in tc see me, and a
number cf others have written to me, and even fuorther than that,
others have been in touch with my department.

MR. GFUENWALD:

Further on this area ctf finance, Mr. Minister. There was a
plebiscite which was defeated in Wainwright some time ago, and just
recently one in Leduc, I believe. Wainwright, I understand, is going
to gc for another glebiscite, if this is correct. Have you given any
thought to limiting the numter of times a schocl district could go
for a plebiscite in any cne particular year?

MR. HYNDMAN:

Well not this 7year, HNr. Speaker. Yes the initial Wainwright
vote was lost by some 45 votes and they will be voting on their
second plebiscite tcmorrow. But at the moment no thought has been
given -- certainly this year -- to any change in legislation which
vould 1educe the frequency of such procedures. Next year the whcle
question is wide open, inscfar as a ccmpletely new rgplan would be
develoged.
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MR. CCCRSCN:

Surplementary to ttat, Mr. Speaker. 1Is the hon. minister aware
of any ctter plebiscites that might have to be held with regard to
requisition?

FR. HYMDMAN:

Well it's a difficult question to answer, Mr. Speaker, as to
what pletiscites micht have tc te held. This is a decision of the
lccal school boards. They don't have to get permission from the
government or the minister to hold a plebiscite. So I would leave it
to each of the boards tc make their decisicns as to which way they
would wish tc go in the event that their priorities are such that
would demand more mcney for this year.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. Member for Calgary Millican followed by the hon. Menmkter
for Clds-ridstury.

Foreign Ownership Report

MR. CIXCN;

Mr. Sreaker, 1I'd 1like to direct a question tc the hon. the
Premier. 1It's regarding his report yesterday -- the Premier's report
that he gave in the House c¢n foreign ownership as far as the federal
governwent policy was ccncerned. Is the Premier aware of the
comments by the hon. Mr. Stanfield, Leader of the Oppcsition, where
he claims the repcrt does not go nearly far enough? I was wondering,
does the Premier agree with this view? And if he does not, does he
plan to inform Mr. Stanfield and his nmembers in Ottasa that this
could bave an advercse effect cn our province?

AN HCN. MEMBER:

You're out of order!
MR. LCOGHEEL:

Mr. Speaker, I think it was an ingenicus effort by the hcn.
member to try and get me to make a statement about a subject which

I'm nct disgcsed tc do at this time.

MR. SEEAKER:

The hon. Member for 0lds-Didsbury fcllowed by the hon. Member
for Calgary Bow.

Financial_ Assistance for _Schools (Cont.)

MR. CLARK:

Mrc. Speaker, I'd like to direct a question tc the hon. Minister
of Education, follcwirg up on the question from the hon. Member for
Lethtridge West.

#ill the hon. minister consider amending the reqgulations so that
a schccl board can not go to plebiscite more than twice in cne year?

MR. HYNLMEN:

Well certainly not this year, Mr. Speaker. The question is
getting screwhat hypothetical insofar as May 15th is the last date cn
vhich any school toard can tkave a plebiscite. The question regarding
next year, c¢f course, 1is hypothetical, insofar as all the
reqgulaticns, and indeed much of the law, may well ke changed.
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MR. CLAEFK:

Mr. Speaker, supplementary gquestion then. Can 1 ask the hon.
minister if he has any interticns cf changing the date of May 1Sth
for schccl boards to hold plebiscites? To move it back?

MR. HYNDMAN:
No, Mr. Speaker. 1 do not.

MR. SPEARER:

The hon. Member for Calgary Bcw followed by the hon. Member for
Stcny Flain.

Naticnal Housing_BAct_Discussions

MR. WILSCN:

Mr. Speaker, I'd like tc direct a gquesticn to the hon. Minister
cf Federal and Intergovernmental Affairs. Will the provincial
governorent be discussing with the hon. Mr. Basford, at his upcoming
meetinc¢ here in Edmcntcn, the merits of replacing the wurban renewal
program with neighbcurhood planning, with a view to stressing
rehabilitation of existing housing?

MR. GETTY:

Mr. Speaker, I think that guestion would test be handled ty our
Minister of Municipal Attairs.

MR. RUSSELL:

Mr. Speaker, it wculd be rather difficult to discuss this with
Mr. Easford in Edmontcn, as he's nct going to be here. <Cfficials of
his department will be in Edmonton discussing -- on a confidential
tasis with officials frcm tte province and frcm the municipalities --
certain grorosed amendments to the National Housing Act.

MR. WILSON:

Supplementary, mr. Sgeaker. Could the hon. Minister of
Municiral Affairs advise us who all will be coming from Ottawa, and
who all will be negotiating on kehalf of the provincial government?
MR. FOUSSELL:

Mr. Sreaker, there are two officials I believe from Central
Mortage and Housing Corporaticn, and two officials from the Ministry
cf State fcr Urban Affairs.

MR. RUSSELL:

As 1 understand it, there are no negotiaticns. It is a fact-
findirq and discussion gpericd which will be helad.

MR. SPEAKER:

The hon. Member for Stony Plain followed ty the hcn. Member for
Calgary North Hill.

Pingerrrint Tests Fcr Cheque Cashing

MR. FURCY:

Mr. Speaker, a guestion to the hon. Attorney General. Are you
aware that cne of the majcr fcod outlets in Edmcntcn -- a grocery
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store -- is asking reofple to submit to a fingerprint test before

cashing personal cheques?
MR. LEITCH:

Nc, Mr. Speaker, I wasn't. I recall some time ago reading a
pamphlet where that tyre cf service was reccmpended, but I wasn't
sure, or I didn't have any knowledge cf it teing used ir Alberta.

MP. TRYNCHY:
Mr. Speaker, mayke I can answer that question --

MR. SEEARER:

#ould the hon. merber wish to mcve into one of the empty chairs
in the frcnt row?

AN HON. MENEER:
It will be one step forward.
MR. MCCRE:

A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. Are you aware that the hon.
Memter for Whiteccurt had ttat actually happen tc him?

MR. LEITCH:

No, 1 wasn't, but I expect I will hear about it.
MR. SFEAKER:

Is the hon. member alleging a breach of privilege?

Security Trust Bankruptcy

MR. FARFAN:

Mr. Speaker, a questicn tc the hon. Attorney General. This is- a
fcllow-up to the question from the hon. Member for Calgary Bow
regarding prctection for policy holders of Rcmoco. Under the
legislation you inherited, is there any hope fcr recovery for the
screly burned Alberta investors in Security Trust?

MR. LEIIICE:

Mr. Speaker, there has Lteen for some time a receiver managing
the affairs of Security Trust, and under the existing legislation the
assets of that «ccmpany gc first tc the payment cf depositors. The
mcst recent reports I have received as to the management cf the
assets of that company indicate there is scme possibility -- but I
certainly wouldn't consider it a very large pcssibility -- of the
aftairs of the company teing wound up in such a way that the
depositors are all raid in full and there may be scme srall amount of
ascets let cver for distribution among the sharehclders.

MR. WILSCN:
A supplementary, Mr. Sgpeaker.
MR. FARFAN:
Mr. Speaker, I have a number of investors in Security Trust in

my riding. Am I to tell them ¢that there 1is =swmall hope for the
sharehclders in this Alberta company?
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MR. LEITCH:

Mr. Speaker, I don't know that I can add anything tc my pricr
remarks that will help the hcn. member in what he should say to his
constituents. As I have indicated, there is a possibility -- I don't
consider it a large one -- c¢f there being some assets available, some
time dcun the road, for distribution among sharehclders.

MR. FARRAN:

Another supplementary, Mr. Speaker. Under the legislation which
presumably was passed Ly the last government, did the ©province not
guarantee a provincially-chartered trust company?

MR. LEITCE:

They didn't guarantee the shareholders a return on their
investment, nor were they assured ttat they wculd get back their
investoent.

MR. FAFFAN:

A supplementary again, Mr. Sgpeaker. What about the depositors?
Did they guarantee that the depositors would nct ke hurt?

MR. LEITCH:

Yes, Mr. Speaker, for the Alberta trust companies there is an
arrangement with the Canada Deposit Corporation, wherety depositors'
funds are guaranteed. S¢ all thcse vwho deposit in Alberta trust
companies are assured by that guarantee of recovery in their depcsit.

MR. WILSCN:

A suprlementary, Mr. Speaker, to the hon. Attcrney General. Are
all cther Alberta licensed 1life insurance companies and trust
companies in good standing with the <cuperintendant of insurance
and/or the Attorney General's department at this time?

MR. LEITCh:

Mmr. Speaker, I am sure that is not a supplementary. We have
emtarked on an entirely new sutkject. 1In additicn, Mr. Speaker, that
is an item that wculd require ccnsiderable detail and I would ask
that the hcn. member put in on the Crder Paper.

MR. SPEAKER:

Tte hon. Member fcr Wainwright, follcwed by the hcn. Member for
Little Bow.

Honcraria_ for Ccngittee Members

MR. ROSTE:

Mr. Speaker, 1I'd like to direct a questicn to the hon. Premier.
Firstly, I'd like to refer to anmn Order in Ccuncil c¢f April 24,
appcinting a Fish and Wildlife Advisory Committee, and it authcrizes
remuneration as fcllows: at a rate cf $25 fcr every day or part
therecf. And then a ministerial order, also dated in Afril,
appointing the Alterta Grain Ccmpissicn, sets out the remuneration
for <services rendered at the honcrarium rate of $50 per day. My
gquesticn tc the Premier is, why is there a difference in the rates
for ttese two conmmittees?

DR. HCENER:
I imagine, Mr. Sgeaker, that the difference in remuneration has

to do with the difference in the activity of the two ccrmittees. Cne
right take the people away from their ordinary tarming duties for a
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lcnger period than the cther, and having consideration for this, that
would te the difference tetween tle committees. I would agree with
the hcn. member that a review of the remuneration paid to these
various ccmmittees shculd be undertaken so that it 1is uniform
throughcut the various degpartments.

Conservative Handbook

MR. R. SFEAKER:

Mr. Speaker, my question to the hon. Premier. Has the Premier
made a decision to table the Conservative Handbcok?

DR. HCENEF:
forget it.
AN HCN. MEMBER:
What do you want it for?

Use of Canadian_Contractors

MR. CICK1E:

Mr. Sreaker, before you conclude the question pericd, I have the
answer for the hon. Memiter for Clds-Didsbury, if ycu'll permit me to
give that answer at this time. I telieve the hon. member was asking
abcut tlre engineering firm on the Strathcona project. The
encineering firm is C.¥. Braun, Canada, Ltd. That is a United States
comgany, but the prcject engineer is Art Worth and he is a Canadian.
I might also add, Mr. Speaker, that Imperial Cil have given assurance
to the gqovernment that all engineering services, except the process
design, will utilize Canadian engineering firms. 1In addition to
that, ttey have stated that it is Twmgerial's intention to purchase
75% tc¢ 80% of the material and equipment for this project from
Canadian suppliers.

Ccnservative Handbtook (cont)

MR. F. SPEAKER:

Mr. Speaker, a surplementary ¢to the hon. Premier. Could the
Premier advise me as tc what are the problems in the delay, and if he
irtends tc uvake a decisicn pricr to the end of the session? 1If there
are scme prchblems, I'm certainly a tolerant person, Mr. Speaker, and
I'1l1 understand those rrcblems, I'm sure.

MR. LCUGHEEL:

Mr. Speaker, I am guite sure that the hon. Member for Little Bcw
is a very tolerant pferson. It's a matter of whether or not it is a
goverrment document, as distinguished from a document that is not a
government document.
MR. SPEAKER:

Tte hon. Member for Drumheller, followed ty the hcn. Member for
Lethtridce East.

Public_Utility Ccmmissions_Board

MR. TAYLCE:

Mr. Speaker, I'd like to address a question to the hon. Minister
of Telephones and Utilities. Dces the hon. minister sit as chairman
of the Bcard cf Ptblic Utility Ccmmissions?
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MR. WERRY:

In no way, Mr. Zreaker. As I indicated in the House yesterday,
the bcard is an autcncmous quasi-judicial body. The members are
appointed for ten-year terms and the current chairman has two years
to run on his current term. There is no directicn received by the
Public Utilities Board from any government minister cor a member of
the Executive Council.

MR. TAYLOR:

Supglementary then, Mr. Speaker. Would there be any fpurpose in
citizens' ccomittees in imprcvement districts whe are very
dissatisfied with gas rates, appealing to you as the minister of that
department?

MR. WERRY:

Yes, Mr. Speaker. At the present time we are trying to
estaklish scme method cf reviewing the problens of both REA's and gas
co-oreratives that are experiencing difficulties with pricing, with
construction costs, etc, and even thcugh I do nct have any staff that
has exgertise in this field, I can, through the various departments,
get the answers that the hcn. member would require for his
constitcerts.

MR. TAYLOR:

Supplementary, wculd the mirister then make representation to
the Bcard of Public Utility Commissions on behalf of 1local citizens
and communities?

MR. WERRY:

No, Mr. Speaker, that would have to be made by the individual
citizens or the cc-ors themselves or the REA's, and they would
receive from the Public Utilities Poard their written interpretation
of the various acts and regulations that they administer.

MR. TAYLOR:

One more supplementary then, Mr. Speaker. What would be the
purpose of making the appeal thrcugh the minister in the first place?
Is it just an exercise?

MR. WERRY:

We're gquibbling in semantics, I think, Mr. Speaker. There would
be nc appeal to the minister. 1 took it as 3just being a general
guestion that I would intervene or help to assist these peogle in
raising the guestion to the chairman of the Public Utilities Board,
and in no way did T hope to indicate to the House that 1 would appeal
on their tehalf.

MR. WERRY:

I am sorry if I left that impression with the House.

MR. SEEARKER:

The hon. Member for Lethbridce East, followed by the hon. Member
for Versilion-Viking.
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Funds for St. Mary River_ ID

MP. RNDEFSON:

Mr. Sreaker, I would 1like to direct a questicn tc the hon.
Minister of Agriculture. I was going to ask the hon. Minister of the
Ervircnment, but he isn't here. 1Is the government of Alberta still
negotiating with the federal government to get some capital
expenditure funds for the St. Mary River irrigation district, which
is presently cperated by the water users?

CR. HCENEER:

Yes, Mr. Speaker.

MR. CCCPER:

Mr. Speaker, I have a question for the hon. Minister of Federal
and Intergovernmental Affairs. What stage has been reached in the
rlan fcr the conversion to the metric system of weights and measures
in Canada?

MR. GETTY:

Mr. Speaker, the subject has been discussed once before in the
questicn period, at which time the hon. Minister of the ©Envircnment
gave scme discussion. I am not completely sure what state the
federal government is at. If it interests the hon. member, I will
certainly get it for him. Since it was discussed in the House
before, somebody contacted me tc let me know that it would cause a
great deal of troukle with the old saying in football, *first and
ten', inasmuch as we would novw have 'meters' invclved.

MR. CCOPER:

Does the hon. minister ever expect -- maybe this is an opinion
-- that this conversicn will take place?

MR. GETTY:

Would I ever exgpect? T just couldn't speculate on that, Mr.
Speaker.

MP. WILSCN:

Suprlementary, Mr. Sgeaker. 1Is the hon. Minister of Federal and
Intergovernmental Affairs aware that on Monday, the Federal Trade
Departwent appointed Mr. Duncan R. B. McArthur, the president of
Inland Cement Indcstries 1td. of Edmonton, to the Metric Commission?
MR, CETTY:

Nc¢ I wasn't, nor do I appreciate ¢the significance of the
appcirtment.

MR. WILSCN:

Surglementary, Mr. Speaker. 1Is the hon. minister aware that the
federal government has established ¢this ccmmission to ©prepare a
schedule for the ccnversion of the Canadian economy to the metric
system, and that it is of significance to Albertans?

MP. GETTY:

Mr. Speaker, it was the hon. memkter who raised the question
originally, I believe, when it was discussed in the House. We had
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some considerable detail opassed on to him. Frankly, there are
certain priorities, Mr., Speaker, that are very important to the
pecrle c¢f Alberta, that we are attending to as quickly as possible.
Some do not have the same priority, and therefore, Mr. Speaker, they
do not get the same attention.

AN HON. MEMBER:
Agreed.

Speech Pathologists

MR. CEAWFCRCL:

Mr. Speaker, I wonder if T might take this opportunity to reply
to a question asked a couprle of days ago. The hon. Member for Spirit
River-Fairview had asked a question in Tregard to the numbter of
professional people who were Canadians at the Speech Pathology
Department at the Glenrose Hospital. The answer, in substance, is
along the lines that I gave him the cther day. I indicated at that
time that ¢this was a ready and reasonable explanation so far as my
kncwledce swas concerned, but that I would seek an explanation.

The explanation is that there were not sufficient qraduvates from
either the University cf Toronto or McGill OUniversity ¢to fill the
needs of the Canadian prcgrams. These were each graduating 15 sgpeech
pathologists a year, and they were absorbed historically in the
provinces of Ontario and Quebec.

As a result, the Glenrcse became totally independent on speech
pathclogists available in England. The University of Alberta will be
graduating some speech pathologists this year. Starting next year,
my understanding is that there will bte 15 graduates a year from
Alberta, who will be available to fit in to the programs in Edmonton
and the rest of Alberta, and probably, generally in western Canada.

The question was further asked, whether or not one of the
reascns for the small number of Canadians might be that the
pathologists had to te accredited by the American Speech and Hearing
Associaticn. The answer is no.

MR. NCTLEY:

Suprlementary question, Mr. Speaker. 1Is the Glenrcse giving any
consideration to preterential treatment for Alberta graduates in the
yeers ahead?

MR. CRAWFORLC:

I don't think that I could foresee a blocd bath in the competent
staff over there as Alkerta graduvates become available. But I would
say assuredly ¢tc the hon. member that where the qualifications are
equal, and wvhere there are vacancies in the establishment, and
applications are made and Albertans apply, it wculd be my intention
that tltey be given preference.

Foreign Investment Contrcl

MR. DIXCN:

Mr. Speaker, I wculd like to direct a cuestion to the hon. the
Premier. I was wcndering if he could inform the House if the federal
legislation will have any rectrcactive feature in it as far as
foreign ccntrol is concerned -- foreign investment control in the
different companies -- and is he aware of any Alberta company at the
present time negotiating with an American concern for a takeover?
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MR. LCUGHEED:

Mr. Speaker, on this subject, taving regard to the fact that I
have just received the rerort from the chairman, as the other members
did, of the Select Ccmmittee cf the Legislature, it wouldn't be my
view that I would be disposed tcwards answering questions with regarad
to the ratter, particularly the second part of the hon. member's
question. As to the first part, my recollection -- in terms of a
cursory review c¢f the document -- is that it would not have a
rectroactive effect. It would come into force at the time at which
it was prcclaimed, and then take effect from that point on. But that
is about all I can say at this tinme.

ORDERS OF _THE DAY

MINISTERIAL ANNCUNCEMENTS
MB. HYNDMAN:

Mr. Speaker, I would like to advise the House that the report of
the Commission on Educaticnal Planning, headed by Dr. ®Walter Worth,
will be off the press in mid-June. We will make it availatle to
MLA's at the earliest gpcesitle mcment and preparations are already
undervay to ensure the report has the widest possible distribution to
all Altertans. Copies will be made tc all public libraries and all
associaticns whose members might not otherwise have access to the
report if they 1lack means. Additionally, the regort will be
distrituted by direct crders to, not only the Queen's Printer, but
alsc major book stores and department stores all over the province.
B nominal amount of $5 will te charged for the report, and by that
means we hope to recover the major cost of production. The cost has
been kept deliberately 1low at $5 because we are hcping that the
rerort will prove to te a best-seller in every sense of the word.
The government and the ©Department of Education, indeed both
departments, Mr. Speaker, will not be taking any position immediately
the rercrt is issuved. We will be studying it, and I would urge all
MLA's in the House to rfrlan now to seek ccmments from their
constituents, to encourage study groups over the summer to review the
report, so that when the Legislature convenes again in the fall we
can get back to education and to the report in particular.

I might say that the report, we are told, is going to be at
least as colourful and as readable as the Hall-Dennis Report in
Ontaric cf some years ago, and we are indeed already getting requests
from many parts of the world for the Worth Report due in mid-June.

COMMITIEE QF_SUPPLY

GOVERNMENT BILILS AND ORDERS
(Second Reading)

Bill Nc. 64: The Surface Rights Act

DR. HCENER:

Mr. Speaker, I would like to move seccnd reading of Bill 64, The
Surtace Rights Act, seconded by the hon. Minister of Federal and
Intergovernmental Affairs.

MR. TAYLOR:

Mr. Speaker, on a point of order, I was wondering if the hon.
minister in the government would hcld this bill for a few days. It
was just tabled last Friday; it is quite a thick, comprehensive bill,
and we haver't completed our study of it. We would certainly
aporeciate it if it could te held fcr a couple of days.
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DR. HCENER:

Mr. Speaker, if T could just raise a point with the hon. Memkter
from Crumheller. I+ had teen my intention to speak very briefly and
if it was agreed to second reading I would then move that the bill te
referred to the Standing Ccaorittee of the legislature on Law and Llaw
Amendments, S0 that not only could members go over it in some detail,
tut representations might then be made to by the wvarious farn
organizations, the landmen, and petrcleum asscciations, etc., to that
Standing Ccmmittee the legislature. T apologize for nct indicating
that at the intitial first readinc of the bill, but I had made it
public prior to that that the undertaking would be referred tc the
Committee. So with that undertaking, we would appreciate going ahead
today so that we can, in fact, make the motion immediately . If we
get second reading, it can then be referred to the committee.

MR. TAYLOK:

Mr. Speaker, on the point of order, that puts a different
complexion on it entirely, because we will then be able to discuss
the rrincirle when it returns to the Committee of the Whcle and this
procedure is quite satisfactory.

[{The Motion was carried without dissent; Bill No. 64 was read a
second time.]

DR. ECENEER:

mr. Speaker, if I could then now move that Pill 64 be referreqd
to the standing Ccorittee o¢f Law and Law Arendments for their
consideration and to hear representations from interested varties on
it.

{The motion was carried without debate or dissent.)

Bill No. 38 1The Treatment Services
Amendment_Act, 1972

MR. CRAWFORD:

Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the hon. Minister of Advanced
Education that Rill Nc. 38 te ncw read a second time.

Mr. Speaker, I thirk that I can justify brevity in the case of
this particular amendment quite fully in speaking to it very briefly.
The act, as hon. members will kncw, provides fcr arrangements made by
the prcvince for treatment of various classes of persons who are in
need. There 1is, fcr example, a section which prcvides for the
treatment of polic sufferers; there is, for examgle, a section which
prcvides for arrangments being made for the treatment of multirle
handicapred peorle.

That is the section that has in it the provision that the
College of Physicians and Surgeons might be an advisory body to the
government in regard tc frograms. The Ccllege of Physicians and
Surgeons and the Canadian Medical Association and the Alberta Medical
Association have undergone a few minor structural changes, with the
result that the medical teople themselves have asked us to consider
that the Alberta Medical Asscciaticn -- rather than the College of
Physicans and Surgeons -- be the medical body treated as the adviscry
group for the purposed of this legislation; and that is all that this
amerdment sets out to achieve.

[The motion was carried without dissent: BRill No. 38 was read
fcr a second time.]
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Bill No. 40 __The Weed Control Act

MP. MCORE:

Mr. Speaker, 1 move, seconded by the hon. Member for
Llcydnirister, seccnd reading of Bill Wo. 40.

Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this bill, as I indicated during
first reading, is to provide a workable vehicle <through which to
contrcl the spread of noxious weeds in both rural and urban Alberta.

The context c¢f the bill, being a completly new till, has many
clauses which I'm sure the hon. members would perhaps be concerned
about, and I shall certainly attempt during Ccmmittee of the Whcle to
elaborate on all secticns cf the bill and not spend any great deal of
tire discussing it at this time.

[The motion was rassed without dissent; Bill No. 40 was read for
a second time}

Bill Nc. 43 The Cultural Develcgment
Amendment Act, 1972

MP. SCHMIC:

Mr. Speaker, T move, seconded by the hon. Member for Peace
River, that Pill No. 43 be now read a second time.

The act of 19€7 remains <substantially the same. This bill
pergits smoother and more flexible operations of the branches,
particularly in their dealings with the public. It permits us to
conduct wcrkshops, seminars, conferences and exhibitions. I give you
as an example the music work shops in Lethbridge and Camrose.

Again the act gives us proper authority and simplified operating
prccedtre for a Cultural Heritage Conference to be held in June. A
gathering, I wmight add, that is exciting interest, not only in this
grcvince, but in cther provinces of Canada as well.

Onder this bill wve are given authority to hire instructors and
lecturers, as well as rent buildings. Vexation, delay, and much of
wvhat the ©rpublic refers to as red tape, is reduced to a minimum. I
think it is safe to say that our Cultural Development Branch is
beccming the envy of other tranches across Canada. The wonderful
work they are doing should certainly be a source of pride to us all.
The povers inherent in the Act are <simply based from which the
minister may authorize their activities in the programs carried out
by the Cultural Develogment Branch, and the changes, I feel sure,
will qgreatly improve the efficiency of administration without in any
way, diminishing the ccrtrcl now exercised by the Legislature and the
Lieutenant Governor in Council.

[The mction was carried without dissent; Bill No. 43 was read a
second time.]

Bill No. 44 1The Alberta Housing Amendment Act, 1972

MR. DCAN:

Mr. Speaker, I teg leave to mcve second reading of Bill No. 44,
seconded by the hcn. PMinister of Municipal Affairs.

This bill will amend Chapter 175 of the revised statutes of
Alterta 1970.

Mr. Speaker, a great deal of explanation will not be necessary
on this bill as it only changes four small sections in the act, as
reference mainly tc mctile hcmes and mobile hcme rparks.
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The first change 1is in Section 2 under definition and simrly
defines all types of notile hcme units that cculd be considered under
The MAlberta Housing Act. Section (e1) defines motile homes, and
means any vacation trailer cr house trailer that provides therein
living, <=leeping, eating, focd preparation and sanitary facilities,
or any of them, fcr cne or more persons and that is capeble of ‘teing
moved from place to place, under its cwn power, pulled, or carrieil.

The next secticn (e2), 1in the same manner describes what is
included in the definition of a mobile home park and means: any area
of land designed tc provide services such as roads, streets,
sidewalks, water, electrical, sewage, gas, communication or other
services or facilities to mobile homes.

Since the Alberta Housing Corporation was established in 1970 it
has extanded at a rapid rate. Now, where in ¢the opinion of the
corporation, sufficient mcney is nct being made availaltle by lending
institutions for the hcusing purposes which now include mobile homes,
the corporation may make 1loans for the purpose of cconstruction cr
improving of mobile hcme parks. Having beccme invclved in a great
deal c¢f financing under the Alberta Housing Corporation, it therefore
amends Section S cf the act by striking out the words, "Deputy
Minister <c¢f Municipal Affairs" and substituting the words "Deputy
Provincial Treasurer™, so tte affairs c¢f the corporation shall be
conducted by a bcard cf directors which shall consist of the Deputy
Provincial Treasurer and the executive directcr of the corporation as
members.

Also, under this armendment, it allows that the ccrporation may
each year pay to any municipality within which any of its premises
are sitvated, a grant nct exceeding the amount that would te
recoverable by the municipality if the premises were subject to the
Eusiness tax of the municipality for that year.

Mr. Speaker, in order ¢to make The Alberta Housing Act more
acceptable to the general building trade, and particularly to the
lower inccme groups who may be wishing to purchase motile hcmes and
locate cn mobile hcme parks, I would ask the Assembly tc support this
amendment to The Alberta Housing Act.

MR. TAYLOR:

Mr. Speaker, the idea of mobile home parks is, I think, a very
excellent one. I think also that ir the consideration of this bill
which is an attempt to help mcbile hcmes, we have to consider a few
other iters. Otherwise the mobile hcme owner is going to be left in
an unfair positicn. At one tise the mobile home owner was receiving
a great number of benefits at the expense of society and now it wculd
appear thkat the pendulum may be swinging toc far the other way
because when they are now required to pay ground rent for nvparking,
then taxes, they dc not have the benefits or streets, of street
lights; many pay additicnal for sewage. The load on the mobile hcme
owner is becoming ¢pretty heavy and it's causing a great deal of
concern to many people who have invested in mobile homes, a sum equal
to that to which they right have purchased prcperty and a hcme.

Sc I think that along with making these mobile home parks
possitle, we also have to make sure that we're not letting this
pendulum swing tco far and putting the owners cf mobile hcmes in an
unfair rosition, paying more than their share and paying for benefits
that they don't receive but that cther people in the same community
are receiving.

MR. NCTLEY:

Mr. Speaker, I'd just like to make several ccmments on this bill
follcwinrg uvp on the statements already made.



Alternate page number, consecutive for the 17th Legislature, 1st Session:
page 2736

42-24 ALBERTA HBRNSARD May 3rd 1972

I have a number cf motile hcme owners in my constituency who
brcught tc my attenticn the real problems that these people, by and
large younger people, bhave. And T think perhaps many of us aren't
really aware cf the fact that the total that they pay -- when you
include the rent for their stalls, and you add to that rent the fee
that must be paid tc the province -- that in actual fact the total in
most cases 1is somewhat higher than would be paid by an average
homeowrer in a particular community. So I really do feel that it's
necessary for us to examine ways and means of bringing back a better
talance in this whole situvation, and relieving the rather unfair
burden that many of these people have to pay.

As I mentioned cf mobile home owners are young people, who are
just getting started. As I listened to them in their submissicns to
me, and heard the rates that are being charged by mobile home parks
elcsewtere in the province, I really found myself quite surgrised at
just what some of these mcnthly charges are, and how few services are
really provided for rather extravagant monthly charges.

Obviously, 1in order to bring some genuine competition into this
field, we have to make prcvisicn, NMr. Speaker, for public mobile home
patks not to take over the business from private parks owners, but in
the larger centres, at least to make the market place work a 1little
better. 1Y think this is especially so in our growing centres. I can
cite the City of Grande Prairie for example, where as we all know the
city 1is nmushrooming in consequence of the Proctor and Gamble Pulp
Mill. But largely because of that increase¢, the mobile home owners
in the <City of Grande Prairie are forced tc pay rather substantial
monthly payments for their stalls, and I think provision made so that
the municipalities can acquire land and set up their own mobile honme
park in ccmpetition with the private operators is something which
would ke desirable.

One cther point I'd 1like +to make here, Mr. Speaker, on this
matter. It deals with the depreciation schedule that is used to
calculate tte fee that the individual motile hcme ovwner pays to the
prcvince. It seems tc me that that deoreciation schedule is much too
long. By the time tte period ends the real value of the mobile home
is sc much reduced that these people are in fact paying fees on a
moktile hcme which isn't worth nearly as much, in actual fact, as the
depreciation schedule claims that it is. And this is scmething which
I telieve the government should consider as well, when looking at the
total rroblems faced tcday by the mobile hcme owners.

[ Mr. Deruty Speaker in the Chair.)

(The motion was carried withcut dissent; Bill No. U4 was read a
seccnd time. ]



Alternate page number, consecutive for the 17th Legislature, 1st Session:
page 2737

May 3rd 1¢72 ALBERTA HANSARD 42-25

Bill No._ub5: The_Department of Culture, Youth and
Recreation_Amendment Act, 1972

MR. SCHMIL:

¥r. Speaker, I mcve, seconded by the hon. Minister of Manpower
and Labour, that Bill No. 45 entitled The Department of Culture,
Youth and Recreation Arendment Act, 1972 be now read a second time.

In speaking briefly on this bill, I would inform the hon.
merbers on toth sides of the Assembly that the original act was
passed Jjust a year ago. In fact, it came into force on April 1,
1971. At that time, as many members will be aware, several branches
and related instituticns previously under the Department of the
Provincial Secretary were amalgamated. It has included U4-H and
Junior Forest Warden Branch, Recreation Rranch, the Youth Services
Branch, the Provinicial Museum and Archives, and the Jutilee
Auditoriums, Since the tasic obtjective <¢f my derartment is to
initiate, foster, and encourage the orderly develcgment of all
constructive forms of culture, youth and recreation activities, this
inccrgcration was a lcgical one.

Understandably, in the ensuing year we have run into what might
be called operaticnal handicaps, while at the <came time we have
discovered new ways cf enhancing our programs among the public.
Essentially the purpose cf this bill is to enable us to simplify
certain day-to-day orerations, while facilitating our working
relationship with the public. It will, amcng other things, encourage
and rfrcmote maximum interest and participation in all forms of
constructive sport and physical fitness prcqrams.

In the area of warm human relations between government and
people, may I suggest that if there is any area in which government
and 1its fpeople should come tcgethker in mutuval warmth, it is in the
area cf cultural develcgment. We need ways to create a responsive
relationship with the rublic, especially the young people. One of
the things we are rlanning on doing is the preparation of a
departmental seal. A seal of this sort has special meaning. For
example, when an achievement award is earned bty a child who pursues a
musical education at a workshop in Camrose, that simple item is a
visikble, very meaningful ¢frocf of her acccmplishment. In such
sitvaticns, of course, we should have the authority to reproduce it
mechanically, for achievement certificates are presented to nmany
eager young people who sacrifice their summers to enrich our present
and our future.

[The motion was carried without dissent; Bill No. 45 was read a
second time)
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Bill No._ 47 The Alberta Income Tax Amendment Act, 1972

MR. MINIELY:

Mr. Speaker, 1 move, seconded by the hon. Minister of Fducationm,
seccnd reading of The Alberta Income Tax Amendment Act, 1972.

Mr. Sreaker, when I first introduced this bill into the
legislature, I indicated that the principle of the bill was to bring
the rprcvincial inccme tax legislation into conformity with federal
income tax legislaticn. I also 1indicated that there were some
concerns on the rart of our government with respect to scme of the
provisions in the federal tax revisicns.

Mr. Speaker, I will not =say again what I said on the
introduction of the bill. But for the information of members who are
new membters in the Legislature, I would just like to review the
histecrical backgrcund cf the Alkterta Income Tax Act in Alberta. This
backgrcund goes back tc the years 1932 and 1940 when Alberta actually
levied and ccllected its own personal and corporate income taxes.
They rented these taxes to the federal government during the next 21
years, 1941 to 1961, under the War Time Tax Rental Agreements, and
subsequently Dcminicn-Provincial Tax Rental Agqreements. Taxes were
levied, but the federal government collected these taxes during that
particular decade, 1961 urtil the present time.

[The mction was carried without debate; Bill No. 47 was read a
second time]

Bill No. 48: The livestock_ PBrand Inspection_Amerdmept Act, 1572

MR. J. MIILER:

Mr. Speaker, I mcve, seccnded by the hcn. Member for St. Paul,
seccnd reading of Rill No. 48, teing The Livestock PRrand Inspection
Amendment Act, 1972.

The Livestock Brand Inspection Act, 1971 replaced the older
Stcck Inspection Act. This was necessary to deal with the different
methods of ‘transporting cattle. For example, formerly cattle were
either trailed to market or else transported by rail. Nowadays, the
transgcrtation is mostly done by trucks to many markets. VWhereas in
former years, the movement of cattle vas mainly from farm to packing
rlant, +we now have many livestock markets and cattle being sold from
the prcducer to the feeder and then to the packing plant.

As you can wvwell see, the need for identificaticn of the cattle
thicugh these transactions has increased tremendously. This bill has
been made necessary to rectify some of the problems which presented
themselves from an administrative standpoint in the actual brand
reading of cattle, and to overcome legal complications which have
arisen ty virtue cf the wcrding of the act.

(The motion was carried without dissent; Bill No. 48 was read a
second time]

Bill Nc. 49: The Meat Insrection Act

MR. FIUREF:

Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the hon. Member for
Llcydminster, second reading of B8ill Nc. 49, being The Meat
Inspection Arerdment Act, 1972.

The Health of Animals Diviscsicn of the Canada Department of
Agriculture estimate that they inspect approximately 85% of the nmeat
slaughtered in Alberta. A large c¢gropcrticn of this federally
insfected meat qoes tc eastern markets. The remaining 15%, which is
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not federally inspected, all rerains within thke ©province, and
accounts for 15% to 25% of our domestic consumpticn. Scme cities and
municipalities have lccal by-laws reaquiring that all meat consumed or
scld within that municigality be inspected, and it 1is under this
authority that cities such as Lethbridge and Red Deer provide five
o'clock type post-mortem inspection, which is scmewhat less adeguate.

An anti-mortem inspection is essential to detect some diseases
such as mrilk fever, which is not evident at the animal's death. The
post-mortem inspection must be conducted imrediately upon slaughter
of the animal; in the first instance to nprevent animals 1inspected
with contagious disease frcr entering coolers, and secondly to ensure
that prcper identification of the carcass is made and recorded by the
inspector.

The primary reascn for meat inspection must te to safeguard the
health of our human population. Our citizens have the right tc the
assurance that all meat and gseat rroducts cffered for sale have been
subjected to a thorough and proper inspection procedure and have been
passed for human consumption. We have had a number of instances in
the past where human cases of food poisoning have been traced to
imgproper slaughterirg and handling cf meat animals and inadeguate and
unsanitary facilities. Thevre is a strong possibility that more cases
of this will occur unless the government of Alberta takes steps to
ensure that all meat and meat products offered for sale have been
properly handled under csanitary conditions.

B second otvious reason for the provincial meat inspection
program is the increased markets that will be opened up to cur small
operators. At the ©[present ¢time the country rlants are unable to
market their products in either tte chain stores in their own areas
or in the larger urban centres becauvse of the lack of inspection. Tt
has been shown in cther provinces that once a small rural rglant has
meat inspection service provided for them, its business will doukle
and triple in a very short time, thus providing much needed industry
in rural areas, courled with the extra employment it prcvides.

There are approximately 95 abbatoirs in the Province of Alberta
which could eventually ccme under this program. Approximately half
of them have the necessary standards of construction and facilities
in order to begin this jrogram immediately. All they require is the
incentive tc provide the best ©possible sanitation and management
procedures which will te provided by the presence of an inspector 1in
the ©plant. Even without any outside influence there are five or six
new plants being built in the province every year and these are,
without exception, being built to a superior standard.

Oour hoge 1is that within two or three years wve will be prepared
to provide inspection in S0 or 60 of these small plants. It is our
hore ¢that the conmpetition provided by the newer and better plants
which have inspection, would force the others to either upgrade their
slaughtering facilities ¢to cur standards, or to clcse down their
operations and use the rlants orerated by their competitors. This
process is happening ncv in our areas. It is not our intention to
legislate anybody cut cf business, but instead, to have the economic
realities force them to ccme under this program.

Although the act provides that all meat is to ke offered for
sale for human consumption, it must be subjected to anti-mortem and
post-morten inspecticn. Exemptions will be provided ir the
regulaticns for (a) those operators who wish to do strictly custcm-
kill ‘tusiness for each arinal they slaughter is returned to the farm
of origin, and (b) the slaughter of animals by the farmer for his own
use and (c) the rrccessing of wild game animals and undrawn, dressed
roultry.

It is our intention, wherever rossible, to utilize services of
rural veterinarians tc conduct the inspection service. In those
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areas where there is nc veterinarian or where the worklcad is greater
than the rractising veterinarian wculd be willirg to «c¢ndertake, it
will be necessary tc rrovide full government meat inspectors of the
type that are now utilized by the federal government, and who vould
work under the supervision cf the nearest veterinarian licenced as a
meat insrector. This rrocedure sould be necessary because the ncn-
veterinarian inspectcr would have the authority to pass a product for
humanr ccnseumption, but not to condemn it.

We estimate that our wultimate requirement would be for 12 of
these ncn-veterinary inspectors. The cost of this program is
estimated at about $2.50 for each beef animal, and about 75 cents for
each hog, at the rresent volume cf tusiness, The total cost would
work out to about $250,000 per year. The increased volume of
business would result in a small increase in total cost, but not in
prcporticn to the number of animals processed because of the
increased efficiency cf the program with the larger volume.

Tt would not take the inspector anv greater time to inspect 20
hogs than ten, once he is on the premises. An increased cost would
te a result of the plants operating more days per week, as a result
of tteir greater vclume.

Various methods of funding a program of this type have been
tried in cther provinces, but by far the most successful is that
operated in Ontario, where the province has paid the total cost, thus
allowing the small operators tc ccmpete directly with 1large packers
whc receive their service free from the federal government. Thcse
provinces where fees have been charged to the ogerator, who in turn,
passed the cost on tc the contributor, there has been a tendency to
retard the growth of the ¢frogram, and the =service, because the
farmers tend to slaughter on their own farms rather than pay for the
cost c¢f insrection.

Cne must alsc consider the inefficiency of ccllecting many small
sums cf mcney, and the greater cost of administration with a program
of this type.

MR. EUCKWELL:

Mr. Speaker, I would like tc say a few words on this bill. I
think this is an excellent bill; it is long overdue. But it has --
as T Lelieve the mover has menticned -- many problems ahead of it.
One cf the problems wculd be the closing out in time -- and this is
what he nrentioned -- cf the smaller packing plants. For example, I
have one in my own area which is nct 1large enough for federal
insgpecticn, and yet it does a tremendous volume of business. We have
a vet withir a mile, =c there is no groblem. In areas where there
are no veterinary inspectors, I understand veterinary inspectors will
be apgcinted. I suppcse will in turn serve a dual purpcse and be the
veterinarian for that area. But I think it may be wishful thinking
to think it is gcing tc be $£2.50 per head.

You have menticned that the provincial government is going to
pay fcr it. Couldn't this meat, after it has been inspected -- or is
it cnly federally inspected meat that can be sold outside cf the
province? These are cuesticns that I would ask.

MR. HENTCERSON:

Mr. Speaker, I just want to make a few brief comments in suppcrt
of this particular bill. I must say as a layman, when I becanme
invclved with the health department a few years ago, it was a
consideratle surprise tc me to learn that all the meat =sold across
meat counters in the province vasn't inspected before it was solad.
It was surprising to find out that there +as a fair bit of nmeat
marketed in the Province of Alberta that was not inspected properly
before it was placed on the retail market. I realize that the bill
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has been under develorment within the Adepartments of health and
agriculture for at least a year now, and T would c¢nly suagest, Mr.
Sreaker, that certainly I consider the bill to be very definitely in
the public interest.

I would alsc like to support the decision of the government to
carry the cost of this service as a provincial cost, since I think
this was probably one cf the main stumbling blocks in ccming to grips
with this particular public health measure in the past. There is no
douktt in wmy wmind, on the base c¢f my limited experience on the
subject, that in the absence of a provincial financial support, 1I'm
sure the prcgram would meet with a lot of resistance at a number of
places on the local level.

Therefore, I just wanted to rise and go on record as supporting
the till as being, I think, a desirable public health measure in the
best interests of the fpecple of the Province of Alberta. The
exrenditure of the public funds involved, I believe, would be money
well spent.

DR. PAPROSKI:

mr. Speaker, I hail this act. 1 think it is long overdue. The
one comment that I would like to make -- maybe the hon. member could
answer it -- 1is he assured now there will be an adequate number of
inspectors monitoring this type of program, and will they in fact, te
adequately qualified, and if not, what would be the direction? 1
wasn't quite clear, I think he d4id wmention that. Wculd he Jjust
clarify it again? Secondly, the other gquestion I would like to ask
for clarification, despite the fact that the hon. member opposite has
just talked about it, is the cost gcing to be borne by the province,
and is this absolutely necessary? 1s there any other way of getting
around this?

MR. HARLE:

Mr. Speaker, I am wondering if I might enter the debate before
it is closed off ty the mcver.

This particular bill is going to be of tremendous importance in
our rural areas, and it nmight be of some interest to know that the
veterinarians in @y constituency have been inspecting the abbatoir
that is there over the past 12 years. While they have no record
which would offer any statistics, they took cne particular week and
out of that one particular week, soge 35% cf the number of animals
that were slaughtered had condemned portions in them. So that this
matter of meat inspection, 1 think, is tremendously impcrtant to the
local atbatoirs, and I think will benefit the small towns because, as
the market for inspected meat is much greater than non-inspected, it
provides that access tc rarket which is not now available.

MR. TAYLOR:

Wr. Speaker, tlere's Just one point I'd like to mention. 1I'd
like tc thank the hcn. member for letting us kncw what's going to be
in the regulations and I am very pleased to say there, that meat for
the personal use of the grower is exempted.

There is one other exemption I would like to suggest. And that
is where there is a private deal between the farmer or producer and
the hcusehclder for the purchase cf a guarter, or a half, or a whcle
critter for that matter. It seems that where the Ltuyer and the
seller are both satisfied that it probably would not be necessary. 1T
would like to see this considered, also as a possitle exemption alcng
with the others that he mentioned.
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MR. FEENCH:

Mr. Speaker, I was going to ask a question. If I rememkter
correctly, when this till was intrcduced in the Legislature there was
some indication that it be held over until the fall, and during the
summer representation te received. TIs it still the intention to
prcceed in this way? PBefore you close detate, would you also advise
as to who the representation be made to? 1Is it tc the Cabinet or the
Ccmrittee of the Legislature -- who will receive representation
during the summer?

MR. YOUNG:

Mr. Speaker, Jjust briefly I was ~- like the hcn. Memter for
Wetaskiwin-Leduce -- rather shocked a year agc when this matter was
brcught to @y attention. I raised it, immediately following the
election, wvith the hon. Minister of Agriculture and I was pleased to
get a rrompt response that we are already in the process of drafting
the legislation. I think it's important at least for the two reasors
renticned -- the gfublic health aspect, and of course the local
industrv aspect, and as these have Leen covered I have no more to
say. I very strongly favour this bill.

MR. DEFUTY SPFAKER:
May the mover close the detate?
MR. FIUKEE:

Mr. Speaker, I may just talk a bit about this bill. I have dcne
quite a kit of work on it and I have quite a bit ¢f information on it
and I am well aware of what's gcing on in meat inspection in Alberta.
I really appreciate the cconments of the other members on vwvhat they
think cn it.

First of all wmaybe I should answer some of the questions. We
think that inp Alberta se will need some 12 to 15 more inspectors and
they certainly won't be veterinarians. They will probably work under
the veterinarians and te trained and they will have to have a
training program. I think that at the present time there is a man in
Ontario taking a course so that he can train these inspectors. We
will need about 12 tc 15 mcre of them, other than what veterinarians
we have now.

When you talk akout cost at $2.50 for the inspection of an
aniral it really isn't that much, but hov are you going to take this
off every tarmer that comes in and gets his cwn meat killed? All it
would dc wculd be tc discourage him to bring it in and have it
inspected. I really I don't think that it's going to be that much of
a lcad cn the government to pay this inspection and certainly at $.75
a hog and $2.50 for a leef carcass. Vhen it is inspected it is
brcught ur tc the same incspection that our federal government has now
in cur big vacking plants. I would certainly believe then that it
could te shipped out cf the province fcr resale.

Ancther thing, getting back, I think we should really look at
fowl. I look at people killing chickens in the country and I say
this about -- T shouldn't maybe say this -- Hutterite colonies who
reddle them. Lots cf these hens are two and three years old and you

don 't know what they've had. They have all been drawn and
eviscerated, thev bring them, and they peddle them.

DR. BUCK:
[ Inaudible]

MR. FLUKEF:

Pardon ... I swould say here that even fowl should be inspected.
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I think this bill shculd te held, we should study it and have a
final reading on it in the fall. I think this is our intention for
the fall and if you have ary submissions that you want to qgive to me
and talk tc me about, I sould only be too glad to sit down and talk
to the <cther members. But I do think it is very, very important to
get this bill rpasced.

(Motion was passed without further debate, Bill No. 49 was read
a seccnd time. ]

Bill No. £3: The_ Federal-Provincial Farm
Assistance Amendment Act, 1972

DR. HCENEF:

Mr. Speaker, I move second reading of BEill No. 53, seconded ty
the hon. Minister of Health and Social Development.

This bill simply amends the act to incorporate the words
'‘organization and use cf workers for farming in related industries’.
At the present time the act deals with such things as land use, farm
credit, cror insurance, rural develogrment. We're really adding farm
manpower so that we can take advantage of the federal programs in
manpower and develop trcgrams related to mangovwer needs in
agriculture. We hcpe under that the develop aprrenticeships programs
in specialty lines in agriculture.

[The motion was carried without dissent; Bill No. 53 was read a
second time.]

Bill No. 55: 1The Universities Amendment Act, 1972

MR. PFARLE:

I move, seconded ty the hon. Member for St. Paul, second reading
of Bill Nc. 55.

This amendment 1is to cure a technical defect in the acadenic
pension plan which is presently being administered by the University
of Alterta.

The Pederal Inccme Tax Act exempts from tax only those
registered pensions funds atle to meet the precise terms of Section
62 (1a) of The Income Tax Act. This section reguires that the pensicn
fund te adrinistered ky a trust or corporatior sclely ccnnected with
that fparticular rgurgcese. At the present time the pension fund is
administered by a special ccmpittee but ownership of the fund remains
vested in the board. The amendment will permit the board to transfer
the fund to trustees to meet the requirements of The Income Tax Act.

I want to emphasize that there is no guestion involved about the
liability of individual staff members being subject to inccme tax on
his contritutions tc the furd.

This amendment has been brought to our attention by the legal
advisers of the University of Alberta.

[The motion was carried without dissent; Pill No. S5 was read a
second time. ]
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Bill No. S6:
The Co-operative Marketing
Associaticns_Guarantee_Amendment Act, 1972

MP. TOPOLNISKY:

Pr. Speaker, Y nmove, seconded by the hon. Member for Rocky
Mountain House, that Bill No. 56 be read a second time.

Ttese amendments will permit the formation <cf water co-
operatives such as the electrical energy or the natural gas co-
operatives and will allow the capital cost borrowing guaranteed ty
the Prcvincial Treasurer cn behalf ct the province.

The <cecond amendment will raise the limitation of the liability
under the act, frcm $5 million to $10 million.

In essence, Nr, Speaker, these amendments %ill permit the
guarantee of the indebtedness of water co-operatives and will also
double the contingent liability liwmit.

MP. HENDERSON:

Mr. Speaker, I would just like to say a very few trief words on
this particular bill tc say, certainly, I supyort the amendment. 1I'm
sure I'm not alcne when I say there are constituents in my area who
would very much like to take advantage of this legislation to form
co-ops 1in crder to distribute water within the district. They are
severely hampered now by the lack of funding, or the government
gquarantee, which wculd enable the financing of at least a portion of
the carital cost.

I would also, hovever, like to make one or two comments about
the tasic responsibility of the Co-operative Activities BRranch in
this are¢a of dealing with these co-ops. I note the smile on the face
of the hon. Minister of Agriculture -- and because what I'm about to
say 1is gcing to be a criticism cf the gast administration, he can
feel free to add to it if he wants.

DR. HCENEFR:
See that you do a gocd job!
MR. FENDEEFSON:

T will! But it's very timely. I was absent from this House
last night, Mr. Speaker, because I felt I had to attend a meeting in
my owvwn constituency dealing with a problem with a co-operative. It
wasn't water, but it was gas. BAnd if the rules of the House will
permit I would say it was such-and-such a mess -- and it's a horrible
mess. I think when the governments are underwriting a fportion of the
borrcwings, that ©possibly the responsibilities of the Co-operative
Activities Branch should te exranded and I think this particular co-
or is a case in pcint.

The tranch approved the funding cf money for a group of farmers
in ®y constituency to enter into an agreement with a private company
to build a gas distribution system. And, of course, there was
somebody supposed to have mcney frcm the Bahamas or something to
finance the company portion of 1it. The farmers have ended ucg,
through the Co-operative Activities quaranteed financing two~thirds
of the cafpital ccst of ccnstruction -- The thing got sc badly messed
up that they finally had to gc to court and get a court order to
decide who owned the company. And on top of that, the company that
owns the system is basically in receivership.

In questioning last night at the meeting, I find that there
really is no evidence that there is even a supply contract relating
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to the orperaticn of the systen. The farmers in question were
contemplating a decision whether they <should make an offer to
exercise an option and buy out the company's ownership in the systenm,
which 1 agree in principle, is rrobably a very intelligent move on
their rpart.

It's <csomewhat shocking, Mr. Speaker, to find out that the
funding had been guaranteed the 1lcan, through the Co-oferative
Activities Branch, without even any consideration as to a contract
for the suprly of gas. And so the company that promoted the deal has
made a sales commitment to the farm people involved to supply gas for
ten years. They practically went Ltankrupt tefore they got the
project one-third ccmyrleted. The source of gas was not supposed to
be the source of gas. 1It's actually an emergency cornection. As far
as I can find out frcm the Co-operative Activities Branch, and
indirectly thrcugh discussions with the lawyers representing the Co-
operatives Associatiocn, there 1is no contract for the supply cf gas
for the system.

Sc, I would strcngly urge, Mr. Speaker, and I feel ouite
confident already that the hon. minister has probably taken scme
action 1in this regard. But I think, very obvicusly when we're using
the borrcwing pover cf the Government of the Province of Alberta to
underwrite these lendings for these orerations, that the
respcnsibility of the Co-operative Activities Branch should be
expanded ¢to the full area of the prcject. In this case the selling
of the gas really igncred the fact that the company involved was a
middle man relating ¢to a purchaser. And while I*'m confident the
Board of Public Utilities had the authority to deal with any question
of supply that may be invclved, nonetheless the question was
corpletely cverlocked, as far as I can find out, by the gentlemen in
the co-op themselves and bty the department in the government before
the lcans were underwritten.

And in that regard it seems tc me, Mr. Speaker, if we're going
tc exrand this legislaticr and move into the co-op area, and I make
this suggestion at this point because of the government's study that
is nov underway on rural gas distribution. $ithout trying to
anticipate what government policy may be ensuing from that study, I
feel very strongly that the gcverngent will simply have to develop a
Fetter technical «capability to deal with all the technical and
econcmic aspects of these programs, not just the piece of them that
deals with the marketing end cf it -- it has to relate to the entire
Frciect.

And in that regard, I suggest, Mr. Speaker, that we have another
deficiency in the technical aspect of it, in the gas system that I
find there 1is ncothirg in the contract about the quality of gas that
has to be supplied. 1In this particular overaticn the gas going into
the system is ¢too rich, it has too much liquid hydrocarbons in it
which condense out at grcund temperatures, load it up with liguid and
then, of course, they can't get the gas through the system to meet
the demand of a particular gentleman at the far end of the line, who
I'm sure the hon. minister also knows, and of course, this happens at
the time of year when they need the gas for the coldest months of the
year. There certainly has got tc be something included in the Co-
operative Activities program to deal with the guality of the product
that 1is gcing into this system, regqardless of whether it is water or
whether it is gas or -- I guess there is not a problem of quality in
electricity. There has bheen encugh exgperience with other co-ops
relating with other parts of the province where the experience has
been pretty dismal.

I think it is really a mistake to allow a group of well-
intentioned individuals who want to have the benefits that the water
system or a gas distribution system in a rural area sould bring to
them and to allow them tc get mixed up with what, in my mind in this
case, was a pretty marginal prcposition and promotion. It is a
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different matter entirely in comparing it to the PEA's where at least
the groups are dealing with one or twc larqe ccrporations, than it is
tc get nmixed up in co-cperative activities with individuals who are
primarily interested in rfrcmcting an exercise which, in the final
analysis, the consumers are going to have to pay for. They are going
to have to pay to rectify mistakes and will rrobably end up paying
more than they shculd, had a little better guidance been given by the
co-crerative activities branch in the first place.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I must =say I don't single out for
criticism the employees, the individuals 1in the Co-operative
Activities Branch. Very clearly, it was a deficiency cn the part of
direction frcm the government. My c¢nly regret is that I didn't
beccme aware cf scme of the problems in this area a little kit socner
in my pclitical career. Thank you.

MR. MCORE:

Mr. Speaker, I Thesitate to agree with the hcn. Member for
Wetaskiwin, but in this situation I must. It horts, but I would like
to cay this that the rroblem cf gas distribution is not restricted to
the Wetaskiwin area. 1 thitk there are =sorme three or four co-
operative organizaticns distributing gas that run right through the
Lacombe area down to Pine Lake, that are faced with the same problem.
I would agree with him that it was a mistake on the part of the
former government, that thkey didn't take the initiative. There was
sufticient recommendation from organizations suggesting that had it
teen set up on the base of power, that the problem wouldn't have
occured. The problem has cccurred, it is regretable. I hope that
this bill will mcve tcwards rectifying the titter, sad situation.

MR. ZANDER:

Mr. Speaker, I would certainly agree with the hon. Member for
Lacomte and alsoc tte hon. Member for Wetaskivin-Leduc. There
certainly have been a lot cf mistakes made in the surply of gas to
the 1lccal rural people. 1In my area we have three gas comganies
falling all over each «cther ¢trying to rlough in gas 1lines.
Eventually, I think it got into court and I don't know whether it is
settled ncw or not. But I think the problem is not only there, but I
think it is in the Co-cperative Activities Branch, the personnel in
that branch. I spent some three hours in that branch and when I
walked out I was no smarter than when I walked in, because they are
hopelescsly lost.

MR. HENLCERSON:
That's not the fault cf the tranch.
MR. ZANDER:

That is the fault of the people that are in there. They are not
acqguainted with the situation. I think they should be oriented 1in
the field before they go into that office. Most of those peorle
still think that you run gas c¢n wire, on power lines. I am really
perturbed abcut. . .well, I am not saying that all of them are that
way, but T am really perturbed when I wvalk in there and I start
talking gas and it 1is just tcc far above their heads. They don't
know what the problem is out in the rural areas. I think they should
be educated, taken out there and shcwn what the prcblems are and then
say, go tack and rectify them. This is the only thing I wanted to
say, Mr. Speaker.

[ Mr. Speaker resumed tte Chair. ]

[The motion was carried without dissent; Bill No. 56 was read a
seccnd time.)
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Bill No._S57: The FEnergy Resources Conservation Arendment Act, 1972

MR. DICKIE:

Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the hon. Minister of Fducation
that Bill No. 57, being The Energy Resources Ccnservation Amendment
Act be ncw read a second time.

Mr. Speaker, the  principle invclved in this bill deals with a
practice that's fcllowed by the Energy Resources Conservaticn Board.
That practice 1is tc have the adainistraticn costs of certain acts
shared 50-50 between the government and the industry.

{The motion was carried without dissent; Bill No. 57 was read a
second time. ]

BPill No. 61: The Social Develorment Amendment Act, 1972

MR. CRAWFORD:

Mr. Speaker, I mcve, seccnded by the hon. Minister of Advanced
Fducaticn that Bill No. 61, The Social Develorment Amendment Act,
1972, be read a second time.

Mr. Speaker, the act, in general terms, provides for the
granting c¢f social allovance to employable persons and to
unemployable persons with children. The rroposed amendments are
directed to the right cf privacy of the individual in regard to
record keeping and the disclosure of the records the department has
in regard to individuals, and has also in it the empowering sections
required tc go ahead with the termination of the voucher systen.
This particular aspect of it has been discussed in the House, and
I've indicated in restect tc the termination of the voucher systenm,
that it would be phased over a period of years. This first mcve
would be for the purpcse cf having that done in one regional office.

MR. R. SPEAKER:

Mr. Speaker, I vwould like to make a remark or twvo with regard to
Bill No. €1. I think there are three tasic questions I would like to
ask and then make a ccmment as to our point of view.

The first dquestion 1is with regard to the section or the
nrinciple in this act which talks about secrecy. I wvant to make it
very clear, in making statements with regard to this that in no way
do we on this side of the Hcuse want personal type c¢f information,
such as that about the mental, physical or emotional health of the
individual made ©public. Nor are we thinking in terms of the
financial situaticn or the financial information about a person as to
his perscnal affairs, because that's the business of tte individual
himself. But cne of the corcerns that we have, and it is the concern
that is related in each of the three question, is tasically, how do
we account for the gfublic funds that are expended in support of
persors that are cn public assistance? The questions follow that
general statement.

First of all, how can an MLA obtain information on social
allowance or social assistance recipients outside of the House in the
community, or in ¢the Ascembly? I well recognize that we have a
certair immunity here in the House and could make certain statements,
but at the same time, under what grcund rules could the minister make
available information on a particular case to us in the Assembly?
That's number one.

Secondly, under what grcund rules «cculd information be made
availatle to the MLA with regards to a particular welfare recipient?
As T read the amendment to the bill and the principle in the bill
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here at the present time, there doesn't seem to be allowance made for
that.

The second cuestion is, how can a member of a municipal council
receive the same type cf information? It seems that in discussing
the principle of secrecy here, that a municipal councillor who is
resrcnsible for expending fpuklic funds hasn't access to that
intormation. And if ke does gain access, say through the secretary-
treasurer or the social develcrment devartment of that council, what
responsibilities are placed on his shoulders if he makes it public in
the ccmmurity?

The third question 1is a summary question that I would like to
ask the hon. minister. How do these two respective areas I have
talked about -- the MLA area and the municipal councillor area -- act
responsibly in their duties to check on the accountability of funds
being exrended withcut beinc able tc receive necessary information,
as to the sum dcllars cr the monthly dollars that have been expendad,
either in rprovincial funds or municipal funds, on a particular
individual? That is the c¢cnly inforrmation I am talking about at this
tirme.

Tc support that «ccncern, I think we cshould relate back to an
incidert cne or two years ago that happened in one of the eastern
prcvinces, vhere there +was a change of government; and ufon
inspection of the files, it vwas learned that scme cf the people who
vere cn welfare payments, belonged to a political party. When the
examination was made of their cases, they really were not eligitle
for the funds that were being expended. Our point is that if this is
the case, and there really isn't access to the files, or even access
to the gross dcllars that are teing spent on an individual, how can
we maintain accountability? I am sure we all want to do that -- to
be accountable -- T telieve this has been surported very much by our
discussicns that have been in the estimates. Mr. Minister, if 7you
could ccmment on these questions, I wculd avpreciate it very much.

MR. CRAWFORL:

Mr. Speaker, I would be very pleased to do that. I would be
closing the debate if I do that, though, at this time. I look to see
if anycne else wishes tc speak.

MR. SPEAKER:

May the hon. minister clcse the debate?
MR. DERAIN:

Mr. Speaker, I would 1like to make a few brief ccmments in
relation to Bill No. 61. I have found many instances -- you have, as
an MIA, ¢to justify the position that the social worker has taken in

many cases. This does not necessarily imply that you have to take
the rcsition of a disclosure of personal files. But certainly, you
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have to have some perscnal tackground, inscfar as your presentation.
T think probably with so much reaction -- in many cases, unjustified
reaction -- towards sccial assistance payments that if an MLA, as
such, cannct personally define in his mind the position there is in
regard to payments like this, I wculd think he would then have no
positicn to take. This would mean that, in fact, he was nct properly
accepting part of the resgonsibilities as I see them.

Certainly, there are =o many areas of lack of knowledge in
social assistance. They say, "look at this fellow over here. He is

on social assistance and he is perfectly healthy." You knowv that
this particular man has a heart condition, or he has emphysema, or
some <cther reason. With the total implication of all this being a

dark and sinister secret, this to re is wrcng.

Ttere 1is ancther aspect. I further question the imgplication of
this till that by scme lcgic it is defined that the sutject who 1is
receiving assistance is, in effect, ccmmitting some sinister deed. Y
say this alsc is wrong. If this person justifiably should have

assistance, 1 do not see any reason why this can be classified as a
dark and sinister secret.

MP. DIXCN:

Mr. Speaker, I must bring torth a strong objection to the
principle of this bill because T think really it is an insult to this
Legislature, and to the members here on both sides of the House. I
believe that a memter cf the Legislature duly elected by the reople
of his constituency, should wnot te barvred by 1legislation from
inouiring into a personal record that he ©rpay be asked to npass
judgment on. I think there hasn't been an hcn. member in this House
that hasn't been apprcached by somecne, either the person concerned
whc 1is receiving welfare, or by somebody who is concerned that the
hon. membter should be able tc investigate cases in order that an hon.
member <c¢f this House can come to a fair and just decision. How can
we decide, or give infcrmation, without all the facts? And I think
we are gcing to allow every lawyer in the ccuntry and everyone else
the privilege to go in here, yet we are going to deny the people who
are duly elected to rerresent each and every individuval in his
constituency regardless cf how they voted.

I really think that we shculd give serious consideration to
taking a second look at the principle of this bill, because I think
that every government is entitled, when public money is being spent,
to investigate as to whetter that mcney 1is being spent properly.
That 1is our major interest in this House, that we are spending
taxpayers money and we tave to Justify why we are spending it.
Whether it is on an individual cr whether it is on a contract.

I rrobably can figure out some of the reascns why this
legislation was brought in, but I still think that when it comes to
barrirq an elected official, who is responsible for the money that is
being spent, barring him frem inquiring to get the facts, T think we
are on very vpoor ground. I hope that the hon. minister in the
government opposite wculd reconsider this bill. I have dealt with
hundreds and hundreds of welfare cases in ny time in this House --
and I have had no cbjecticn frcm anycne yet, where I have asked for a
perscnal file in order that I can come, as a member of the
Legislature, to a fair and just decision. I am one of the first
pecple that will tell a verson if I think he is receiving all that he
is entitled to, I will te able to tell him that. But with this
system, there is no way where I can make a fair and just decision as
to whetter that person whc I am concerned with, because he is one of
my ccnstitvents, did get his fair share. And unless I get the
infcrmation, I'm not atle tc ccme tc the decisicn that I would 1like
to ccme to. Sc with those few remarks, Mr. Speaker. I defimitely
would like to say that I am orrosed to excluding the elected members
frcm ottaining informaticr on mcney that is bheing spent by the
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government, without being able to inocuire as to whether that money is
being properly spent cr not.

MR. FARRAN:
Mr. Speaker, I am wondering whether the definition of an

official would cover an alderman. 1Is an official cf a municigpality
an alderman? TIs an alderman an official of a municipality, I mean.

MR. SPEAKER:

The question with regard to text should perhaps more properly he
brcugkt ugr in ccmmittee.

MR. FAERRAN:

Well T ¢think it prcbably affects the principle that the hon.
Mewmber for Calgary Millican is talking about. If it was in order for
him to object to the alleged retention of confidential documents fronm
elected members except through the minister, there is this oprovision
in the act that they can be provided tc an official of a
municigality.

DR. BOCK:

Along that same line I would just like to ask or make a comment
in the fcrm of a question.

MR. SEFAKER:

The hon., Memter for Clover Bar followed by the hcn. Memter for
Edmontcn Ncrwood.

DR. BUCK:
I would 3Jjust 1ike the nrinister to indicate to me -- my
interprretation is possibly wrong -- of the intent of this bill and

say, as an example, if T was tc ask the hon. minister a question
akout cne of my ccnstitvents, and he in reply to me said, *'Well, ves,
Mrs. so and so is receiving x numker of dcllars or this, this, this
and the next thing, and tte next item,' the question I would like to
kncw is, would this be constituting viclation of secrecy of this
lady's document? And this is the only question I have. I'm not
exactly sure of the ramifications of the bill.

MRS. CHICHAK:

Mr. Speaker, I think that the intergretation as se see it, the
way it is printed here, it prctably does exclude MLAs from being able
to receive informaticn unless it is properly authorized ty the
minister. I think the intention, and the hon. minister can certainly
regly to it, was not to exclude BlAs, and if that is the case, that
that was not the intention, then really it is intended that we would
be included in being able to obtain such information. And I would
suggest that we approve the princigle on the wunderstanding that we
may mrake the amerdment when this is brought to committee -- at least
concsider the amendment.

MR. FAREAN:

May I ask if it®s the irtenticr to include aldermen?
MR. TAYLOR:

Mr. Chairman, on the point of order. 1If the hon. minister
wanted to answer a question I dcn't think that =should preclude hinm

frcm closing detate later, because the answer does have guite a kit
of bearing cn whetter many c¢f us speak or not.
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MR. SEFAKER:

If the House agrees, then perhaps the hon. minister would answer
the guestions. Otherwise if there is no further debate, the hon.
minister is closing the debate. He will likely answer them anyway.

MR. CRAWFORD:

Mr. Speaker, I ttink that the ansvwers to some questions, once I
cet qoing, could be guite a speech, I suppose. But I want to assure
the bhon. wembers that in my closing remarks I will deal with all of
these things, I think tc the satisfaction cf the entire Assembly. I
still think, with all deference to the hon. Member for Calgary North
Hill, that I should wait.

MP. TAYLOR:

Mr. Chairman, I would then 1like to make Just one or two
comments. I have had a great deal to do with welfare cases living in
an imgrovement district. I find that T have to deal with these
things -~ whether I want to or not -- in —rfpublic meetings, various
clubs and in the homes c¢f welfare recipients. Many times, first of
all in the case of rutlic reetings, I have had people 1in a meeting
get ur and say that relief was becoming a racket and make scme pretty
serious charges. In crder tc fcllow these up, soretimes I go to the
hcme of the peorle that are supposed to be the cause cof the racket,
sometimes I go to the welfare wcrker, but generally to the welfare
worker, and find out what is the situation. In probably nine times
cut cf ten the information indicates that it's a proper, valid case
and I take it fkack tc the rmeeting and the people then are satisfied.
If you can't do that, the MLA might just as well not hold a public
meetinc, because surely ycu are there to ansver the questions of the
pecple regarding public money.

Secondly, if a ©person has to go into the home to find out how
much ttey are getting on welfare, what the various conditions are, it
is simgly 1increasing the work of the MLA without increasing his or
her effectiveness. I =rend considerable time visiting homes, but I
would hope I wouldn't have to, in order to come to a decision on
whether or not welfare is being fair, or exorbitant, or too much or
too 1little tc go into every home in ID No. 7. I think, as far as I
know, 1 don't know of anyone that wculdn't give me the fiqure they
are getting on welfare. But it's a pretty rcundabout way to get the
informaticn., 1In public meetings particularly, T think an MLA and a
counsellor have to be in a position to answer, to say whether a thing
is right. I have never yet said how much anybody was getting on
weltare, at least nct to my kncwledge. What I generally say is that
in my view they are getting enough, or occasionally 1I've <caid they
are getting too much and tried tc do something about it with the
department. Sometictes they are not getting enough and that's
generally the case -- where they are not getting enough -- where all
the information and the home circumstances and the difficulties which
the people are going through, the medicine they require, the doctor's
care, etc., etc., is generally not available. Sometimes the social
vorker doesn't know all that, and when they dc get the picture then
there is a right and proper increase in the welfare.

In connecticn with service clubs, many times this matter is
discussed, too, on the tasis of public money. An FLAR should be in a
position to say whether or not in his opinion the rpublic money is
being well spent or irprcrerly spent, or being too excrbitant or not
being genercus enough. T think this is part of the function of a
memter.

The «<¢nly other point I have to mention in connection with the
contidentiality is that T dcn't think the files of those who happen
to be on welfare shculd becore a tcpic of discussion in coffee shops
and teer farlours and so on. I don't think any responsible MLA would
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permit that to happen if he had any ccntrol over it. Whether we like
it ¢r nct these figures do get out -- many times from the people who
get the nmcney themselves =-- and that's frcm where some of the
informaticn is ccming. Mostly, I think, we have to realize that
velfare 1is to help those unable tc help themselves. Welfare is for
those who are having difficult circumstances over which they may cr
may not have had any control, but they have difficult circumstances.
They're not gettirg encugh to eat, or they're not getting enough
clcttes, or their house is leaking, or many other things that happen.
T think we have a resgcnsibility to try to help then.

I think the grafter is the excention, and we've come acrcss
those too. There are scme professional grafters on welfare. Ve've
had them come ¢to Drunheller frcm cther places, and 1 remember ovre
chap who was sc lazy that he wouldn't even go down to the beer
parlour to pick up his own keer. He'd make his wife, who had nine
kids tc look after and ancther one on the way, ride the bicycle down.
He came to me to ask fcr more welfare and it wasn't very difficult to
deal with him when I checked with the welfare office and found out
vhat was happening. But what happens? He leaves Drumheller and he
is found in another city -- on welfare. These grafters <should te
pinpointed and treated ¢gretty rcugh. None cf us want to hurt the
wife or the kids but a fellow like that, I think, should be put in
jail, and let's 1lcok after the wife and the kids in the proper way.

Well, to bring it to a head, there's information that MLA's have
to have in crder to do their job, and I would hope that the hecn.
minister will realize this and make provision for that when he makes
his final remarks.

MR. SPERKER:

The hon. Member fcr Calgary North Hill followed by the hon.
Member for Spirit River-Fairview, and the hon. Member fecr Bennyville,
I think it was.

MR. FARFAN:

Mr. Speaker, I will apologize in advance to the hon. minister
because I may be shooting in the dark, as the rules prohibit me from
asking questions which +would make it clear that my wcrst fears are
not beinc realized.

I knov that it must be wrong to breach the confidential aspect
of perscnal documents from the point of view of broadcasting them to
the public at large. This is an affont to the dignity of a person
whether he's on welfare or not, and I would not be in favour of that.
But at ¢the same time I dc believe that an elected official,
particularly an alderman at the local level, must be able to obtain
documents so that he can be sure that money is being properly spent.

I'm more concerned about corruption by civil cservants than I am
concerned about freeloading or taking an advantage of a situation by
the welfare cases. It is possible, cf course, to have corrupt civil
cervants. By and large we've been very lucky in Canada, in that most
of them appear to be incorruptible, but there have been cases of
corruption that have cccurred in the past. This becomes even more so
as this sccial assistance giant grows. When peogfle get onto
permanent welfare a cheque is spewed out by a computer cnce a month.
It's supposed to be checked up on occasionally by a case worker
visiting to see that circumstances haven't changed. But it could te
that scmebody gets cnto a permanent stipend, a permanent pension,
because of the laziness, perhaps, of a case wcrker.

Then, unfortunately, under the Rlberta system which is, in my
opinicn, over-generous in most cases, there is no hard and fast scale
for welfare. There are many discretionary areas shere the case
wcrker cr the district supervisor can use his own discretion on
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payment. It's not as it is in some provinces where ycu can go tc a
local poest oftfice and pick up the scale to which you're entitled if
yocu fall within certain conditions. 1In ARlberta they can do anything
from paying the price of a motel rcom to buying ycu a washing
machine, tc all sorts of variables which are in addition to the basic
scale.

®hen you have these discretionary items there is a danger of
occasional corruption. Sc a local councillor or an alderman must
have ¢tte right to ask questions. I don't think he should have the
right tc wave around in the city council chamters the details of a
recipient's personal 1life any more than a MLA should have the right
to do it here. But they should be able to find out the facts of a
case. Especially 1if there's a lot of rumour -- perhaps unfounded
rurour -- in a neighbourhcod. Cften the facts are not nearly as
alarming as the rumcurs, yet rumours as we all know, especially in
small towns, tend to grow and to multiply, and it's in the public
interest to make sure scmetimes that thte real facts are known.

All this may be ccmpletely redundant becavse it may well be that
the vwording of the act, or a minor change in the act, would cover
these fears. The Welfare Appeal Bcard has been set up comprising
aprcinted citizens at large to consider appeals of welfare cases in
many districts. These bcards sc far have been pretty well a flop.
There have not been many cases taken before them, but if they perform
the proper functicn in the future, it may well ke that they will have
to have access to files. Perhaps they are covered by the people
helping the department. I telieve an alderman also helps the
department, and probably a MLA does too. So that is a pretty broad
clause there that if they're helping the department, they can have
access to files. So perhaps this is what is meant.

Anyway, I believe that unless there is rrovision for an elected
official in special circumstances, without having to go all the way
through tte minister tc lock at files, then there will be a lot of
discontent at lccal levels. After all, the 1local government is
paying 20% of the =sccial assistance costs for people on temporary
welfare, that's fcr the first three months of their coming onto the
welfare systen. The peorle whe administer it are employees of the
local city council. They've got to know whether they are functioning
properly. The 1local city council passes a budget every year. They
must have complete ccntrcl over how those dollars are spent.

There has alvays been a resentment at the local level at the
conflicting jurisdictions of fire marshals, for instance. A local
fire department ic nct totally under the control of the city council.
They can wear two hats scmetimes. They can scmetimes say, ‘'look,
ve're nct going ¢tc listen to you elected aldermen, this time we're
listening tc the provincial fire marshal.?' Then if ¢they want to
avoid the Jjurisdicticn cf the ©provincial fire marshal, they say,
*well this time we're gcing to listen to the elected aldermen.® So
it is very important that elected peorle are not hamstrung and
hampered in the execution of their duties.

SOME HCN. MEMBERS:

Roreed.

MR. NCTIEY:

Mr. Speaker, following cn scme of the remarks made by the hon.
Member for Calgary North Hill. T, too, am sorry in a way that the
hon. minister really hasn't been able to answver the question as to
just what the role of the elected member is, because it might in fact
save a good deal c¢f the dekate over the principle of this bill.

But I do want to say that I share the ccncern that I think is
implicit in this bill about the confidentially cf files. But on the
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other hand I think that there is a stronog case to be made that the
elected member must be in a positicn, from time to time tc acquire
the infcrmation necessary to deal with these cases as they ccme to
his or her attention.

May I say, Mr. Speaker, that I would like to stress how rare the
abuse cf welfare really is. F¥From my knowledge the rumcurs and the
old wives' tales abkout the abuse cf welfare, I think, tend to be
vastly exaggerated. When you have an opportunity to actually talk to
the sccial worker and perhaps try and apply a reasonable means test
to each case, you'd be surprised at just how many of these cases are
in fact valid. And the number of people who are abusing the systen
are, in my view, substantially smaller than is widely held. That
also would be the positicn, I think, that varicus data gathered from
cther rarts cf North America wovld show as well. That the abuse 1is
certainly the exception, Nr. Speaker, rather than the rule.

Put there are cases that arise where members for very okvious
reasons are called upcn to lock intc complaints, and I would hate to
see a <situwation aricse where a member was barred from obtaining the
necessary information. But at the same time, Mr. Speaker, I realize
that cnce this information is disclosed, there are responsibilities
on the part of the people whc do obtain this information so that we
act in a resgonsibile fashion.

Partisan politics, or using welfare for political purposes is
surely scsething which is clearly reprehensible. Perhaps we should
consider scme <set of guidelines for those people who do have access
to confidential infcrmaticn, so that it can clearly be stated what
the restrictions are on just how far they use this information.

I wanted to make just a comment on one point raised by the hon.
Memter for Calgary North Hill. He was talking about the Welfare
Apreal Boards and this is something which I certainly think is a step
in the right directicn. But because we are considering the
develorment of Welfare Appeal Boards ¢throughout the province,
obviously these people are going to have to be privy to confidential
infcrmaticn, otherwise they are not going to be in a position to act
as an Arpeal Board.

In general summary, I find myself, number one, sayinag that the
abuse is certainly a rare cccasion, that mcst welfare recipients
don't abuse the system. Number tvo, that certainly we must set cut
as much as possible, rpretty strict standards to maintain the
confidentiality cf files. But, three, there are occasions where
putlic officials -~ elected representatives, either aldermen or
members c¢f this 1legislature -- may have ¢to be privy to this
information and perhaps we shculd ccnsider a code of conduct for
recrle who are given this information.

MR. PANSEN:

Mr. Speaker, I wculd 1like to say that I am in full agreement
with mcst of the things that have come out in this debate this
afternoon. I feel trat it 1is the vwrong thing completely to keep
everything quiet as far as welfare cases are concerned. 1 also think
that it is wrong to do away with vouchers and go tc a cash system. I
will give you one case tkat happened in Bonnyville a couple of vyears
ago at the annual PD meeting. A lot cf money had been spent in
welfare cases and the MD was asked at the annual meeting how many
were on welfare in the whole ML, to which they never received an
answer. 1 figured they should have, because they wvwere on a cash
system at that time. They weren't giving out vouchers. How are the
people in the district going to check where this money goes to, if it
is Jjust handed out in cash? Whereas on a voucher system, they would
have a lct better way of keeping track of the ones who are handling
the money.
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I am in full agreement with a lot of the things that have been
said thkis afternoon. I think the mcre secrecy wve keep the vpeople
under, 1if ycu don't know who has welfare and who hasn't, the more
people you have on welfare. Because if a person deserves welfare I
don't think they are ashamed of it. But I think there are a lot of
people that are on a marginal line ard over this 1line, that are
receiving welfare, and if they knew that the public was going to know
it, they would be off it tcmorrow. This is what I figure, because
there are a lot of cases that are right ¢n the marginal line as far
as T am ccncerned. I see no harm in the people knowing if they are
on weltare.

MR. BATIUK:

Mr. Srpeaker, I again would 1like to express my views on this
situation, and I can't extremely agree with the hon. Member for
Spirit PRiver-Pairview that abuse of welfare assistance is very
minimal. With my experience on the county council, every year at the
statutory meeting, ¢the council wust aproint a welfare officer and
rarticularly in the rvural areas where there are the smaller towns and
villages, or the rural areas, ttere is a lct cf abuse. A lot of this
I wculd like to blame on the social worker. Just for an example,
less than two vyears ago right within the county of which I was the
reeve, a family had applied for social assistance and our velfare
officer had gone out, made an examination and a reccmmendation of
slightly over $100 a mcnth. This zan had half a section of land, he
had a few animals and sc forth.

The social worker came to our county office and told us that wve
don't kncw hcew to run ctr tusiness, that that man should be getting
twc and a half times as much as he was. The man had a wife and six
children. When we locked on the reccmmendaticns of the social worker
this man was going to receive $5,600 in benefits, besides what he was
going to get from his farm. His neighbour acrcss the 1road, a man,
wife and <six childrer - anything that he would be earning in excess
of $4,200 he would have to pay income tax on. Yet this person
sitting right across the road wculd be getting benefits of $5,600
inccme tax free.

Another area I have cited I am definitely in disagreement with,
and that is that this appeal board comprises three persons and one of
them 1is a welfare recigient. This is something that I just can't
see.

MR. CLARK:

Mr. Speaker, 3just making a <couple of comments about this, I
think I can test express my ccncern tc the minister by citing an
example that happened Just recently in my own particular riding,
vhere, in fact, a family came tc me and felt they weren't getting the
tyre cf assistance that they felt they were entitled to. They had
already gone to the regional office and they had been turned down by
the social worker there cn two or three occasions. We delved into
the matter. I vent and saw the social worker, and they felt they
couldn't do anything more. I felt the case was reasonably
legitirate. Through ccntacts with the department, we arranged for
the Agpreal Ccmmittee in Calgary to hear the particular case. These
people ended up gettirg scrething like $35 a month more because of a
rarticular set of circumnstances that the Arpeal Ccmmittee thought was
reasonakle but in fact the local regional office didn't feel was.
The reason I use this example is, if as a result of this legislation,
a menber of the Legislature isn't going to be in a position to sit
down, discuss a rroblem like this with his constituents who call hin
and then, in fact, go tc the recional cffice and disctss it on a
reascnable and intelligent basis there - that's an assumpticn,
perhaps - but at least discuss it cr a basis there and if, in €fact,
he feels his ccnstituents have a legitimate case, to go to bat for
them. If we're to tell them, "I'm sorry, I really can't get involved
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here tecause this infcrmation is not availatle to me," then T think
we're paking a serious mistake.

MP. WILSCN:

Mr. Speaker, I would just like to make a few ccmments on this
bill. 1In reviewing my ovn personal experiences in my constituency
with reciprients of social assistance, I find that when they feel they
have a corplaint they contact me and I try to go and visit ¢them in
their bomes so I get a first-hand impression of the circumstances,
and I ask them for the details of their complaint. Then I contact
the social vworker, and quite often it turns out that the social
worker advises that there is additicnal information that I wasn't
given in the interview with the client or the recipient of social
assistance. In going tack, then, tc the recipient, I explain to then
that I had presented their case and investigated it, and T find out
that there was some additicnal infcrmation that they hadn't made nme
aware of. In most incstances they take the attitude that they are
happy that they have had their case investigated by a neutral person
or their elected representative, and they are content if you can
assure€ ttem that they are keing treated equally and fairly along with
other sccial assistance recipients.

It seems to me that if this legislation will prevent that kind
of a service, that we will be encouraging public hostility with the
system, and I dcn't think that vwe need to do that. 1 think it's a
difficult enough departrent fcr the government to operate without
encouraging Fublic hostility. 1 think that the elected
representative, whten he is given the opportunity to check with the
social wciker on specific cases, does guite a bit towards reassuring
the public that the system is teing orerated fairly and is doing the
best that can be done.

I think that if this legislation prohibits the MLA from taking
this rcle that it will drastically increase the workload for the
civil servants in the department. I think they will find that the
increased worklcad will be frecm hostile feorle, rather than fron
recple who, I find, generally fairly calm and level-headed when they
contact tke MLA. Then, cf courcse, I am concerned about the -erosion
of the 1rcle of the elected person in this regard. I think also,
there is the possitility we would te increasing the workload for the
Omtudsman if this <situaticn prohibits ¢the elected member fron
carrying out the role that has been traditional.

There have teen, Mr. Steaker, several ccmments abtout the Appeal
Board. I think it is far tco soon to say that the Appeal Board has
not dcne an adequate job. I think the preparation that was given to
the private sector representatives on the Apreal Board was very
thcrcugh, and that ¢they went through quite an extensive training
program, and I think the number of cases heard have not heen
sufficient to make a decision as to whether or not the Appeal Board
principle is adequate cr will be doing a gocd Job. And on the
sukject of the Apreal Board I would like the hon. minister, in his
final ccmments, to advise us as to vhether or not -- if this bill is
passed as 1is =~ it would rule out the Appeal Board, and if this is
his intenticn.

MR. HINMAN:

Mr. Speaker, I want to add cne cr tvo thoughts. It seems to me
that we are spending the public's money, and that they have certain
rights to know certain thirgs., It disturbs me that we may be making
a special case of those who get welfare. 1 think if scmebody works
for a city or a municipality and at a public meeting, scmebody wants
tc kncw what salaries are paid to these individuals, he usually gets
the information. We don't gc into their private lives, that is true.
But it does disturb me that in this particular case, when people are
taking the money of the taxpayer, that we are making a special effort



Alternate page number, consecutive for the 17th Legislature, 1st Session:
page 2758

42-46 ALEERTA HANSARD May 3rd 1972

to deny to anybody the czame information that we would give about a
wage e€arner, an enployee, or an official of a government.

MP. LCUCEFEC:

Mr. Speaker, I thought that because of the nature of the debate
Y would like to rise and make a few ccmments, and refer hon. members
to the Sgpeech frem the Throne. With reference tc human rights
legislaticn, there is a <ctatement ¢there that these items o€
legislation will te surplemented by the confidentiality of The Fublic
Dccuments Act, to assure the protection of individual citizens in the
intended Aisclosure by government rerresentatives of an individual's
private dccuments, withcut the consent of the individual.

Mr. Speaker, at the early stages of this debate -- particularly
with the contributicn made by the hon. Member for Calgary Millican --
I thcught there <certainly is a matter here cf merit that I am sure
the hon. minister wculd like tc refer to in terms of, perhaps,
considering vfparticularly ¢the MLA, although I would suggest he may
respond in terms of the intention of the definition in the section,
and also the matter with regard tc the aldermen. But as the debate
has continued, T frankly have become more and more alarmed, because
on the other side 1 have had scre pretty significant experience.
This is a case where I quess I am at complete odds with the remarks
made ty thke hon. Merber fcr Cardston, where scme pretty shattered
lives cccur when there is disclosure of people who, for no reascn, no
fault of their own, are in the rfposition -- particularly their
children -- where it beccmes tublic knowledge that they are receiving
social assistance. There are some very tragic cases that have
occurred. I frankly think that £cr one tragic, shattered family
which 1is involved 1in those circumstances, 1 would trade many cases
vhere people may have received assistance improrerly.

I think we have to balance cur responsibility in terms of the
public purse with our recognition in that area as well. T feel very
stronglv about that. It may be that hon. members wish tc knovw the
intcrmaticn, to be able to obtain the information, in the way the
hon. Member for Calgary Millican I think was raising it -- in terms
of perhaps helping and assisting people who are involved in public
assistance. But as the debate continued, and other hon. members
participated, it seemed to me that we were getting into an entirely
different area -- an area where allegations that a person who was
receiving tcc much welfare would lead to an inquiry by an HLA with
regard to that, and then a disclcsure of that information generally
within the area. And if that is sc, Mr. Speaker, I would be very,
very opposed to it. Cn the other hand, there are some
resgronsibilities that individuval MLAs have to accept, and that is
scmethking that I think <should be considered carefully at the
committee stage vhen we deal with this matter cn a clause by clause
basis and interpretation of the section as to how far it goes. I
think it would be only prorer that tefore we deal with this bill in
cormittee, that members have before them, at least the first reading
of the Putlic Document Ccnfidentiality Act. They propose very harsh
renalties, indeed, that are being suggested and considered now in the
draft stage, for members and ministers, for the intended disclosure
of public informaticn. So we can be assessing as members, any
possitle adjustments in this till, relative to the provisions in that
act.

MR. RENDEFSON:

Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to make twc very brief points on this
particular bill. Firstly, as I read the bill; I think the government
should take ¢this 1intc ccnsideraticn, as they proceed with the
legislaticn both here and in ccmmittee and as I read the bill, T
interpret that municiral councillors themselves would not have access
to infcrmaticn relating tc welfare cases. In my experience on
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municipal council, tasically all weltare payments made and authorized
at the 1ccal level, are apprcved and authorized by the municipal
council. So with the till as it now stands, municipal councillors
would be precluded frcm having access to the information which they
have in the past felt was necessary on which to intelligently make
decisicns.

Other than that, if that is the case, they are forced to rely on
strictly the interpretation of an emplovee of the municipality and
simply accept his word on all matters. And, cf course, in the final
analysis this beccmes irpcssitle because the council 1is responsible
for the accounting of every single dollar that goes thrcugh the local
treasury. And I have stated in this House on manv occasions, and I
will state it again. It has been the practice in many
municipalities, contrary to the exrression of opinion of the Premier,
that ttere are mnunicipalities where the welfare payments have been
traditicnally recorded even in the minutes. They are there as public
information, but there is nc rush cf people intc the municipal office
at reqular intervals tc read the minutes to see who is cn welfare.

But the basic factor beccmes a question of the acccunting of the
money that is paid out at the 1lccal level. It follows therefore, I
suggest Mr. Speaker, that if the government had carried through cn
its policy, that it will fcr all practical purposes, remove the
questicn c¢f any responsibility for the administration of public
funds, weltfare payments, frcm the 1local 1level. Municipal council
will nct take any responsibility and cannot be expected to take any
responsibility on decisions over which they have no Jjurisdicticn,
basically tecause ttey have nc infcrmation.

Sc, as I read the bill, unless this point is clarified, this
will mean that the provincial government, with its own welfare staff,
will have to take scle and direct responsibility for the
administration of all welfare in the province and completely remcve
the municipal councils frcm it. I think this is a very significant
decision that the government should seriously consider.

And I also must say, Mr. Speaker, so far as the disbursement of
public funds in this ratter, that the rroposal tasically encshrines in
lav that velfare 1is a ratter of right. And I realize that this is
the pclicy on whick tte federal government have based their
legislative program. That it is a matter of fundamental right which
is not sutject to question ty the citizen of the land. T think this
is a departure, at least in my mind, from the traditional view of the
majority of the citizens of this province. Maybe the majority of
people in the province feel, now, that it is a right, the fact that T
was brcught into this sorld, walked throughout ¢the Prcvince cf
Alterta, and am entitled to material sustenance from the taxpayers of
the rrovince without gquestion.

I also must say, Mr. Speaker, that so far as the disbursement of
public funds is ccncerned, that I find it entirely incongruous that a
man who works in the public service and works for his livelihocd,
that the information atcut hir is gpublic, and that when the taxpayers
money is given away, it is confidential. And Y am wondering really,
wvhen the government is considering this, if the question of money
shculd nct be separated frcm cther aspects of the matter that is
under discussion.

I suggest -- I ccme back to the fact and I think this is pretty
significant -- that it the arendments go thrcugh, particularly if the
questicn cf municipal councillors' responsibilities and prerogatives
aren't clarified, that the fprovince will have to assume sole and
direct responsibility of the administration of all welfare payments
in the province.



Alternate page number, consecutive for the 17th Legislature, 1st Session:

page 2760

42-48 ALBERTA HRNSARL May 3rd 1972
I nctice also, Pr. Speaker -- I haven't been atle to detect it

in the act as it is prcrosed -- that the act dcesn't even make any

prcvisicn for the information to be released when the individual
concerned gives his ccnsent. Because there are many cases when it is
in the best interests of the individual to have the information
released., The act dcesn't even allov the individual citizen himself
to wake this decisicn relative to having that information released,
that only the minister or screcne in the department can authorize its
release. This is an item that can be examined in committee, but
surely this prerogative shculd be provided.

[Mr. Teputy Speaker in tte Chair. ]
MR. FREEAN:
Mr. Speaker, I wculd just like to -- [Tnterjections]
PFR. TEFUTY SPEAKER:
Tke hon. Member <€or Calgary North Hill has already spoken on
this.
MP. FAPRAN:

I would just like to tell the hen. Premier that --
[Interjections)

MR. DEECTY SPEAKER:
I'm sorry.
MR. YCUNG:

I'11 try to be extremely brief, Mr. Speaker and Mr. Minister.
Put I do want to try and identify a courle of rpoints +hich are of
extreme ccncern to me in listening to the debate.

First of all I am extremely ccncerned that it appears that in
some situaticns informaticn wmight te released gererally to the
public. I personally have to disagree with that., I think that we do
need information for a pclicy-making function and we obtain that
inforrmaticn, generally speaking, in this Assemtly or in our council,
meeting as a council. ¥®e need infcrmation for audit purposes. Some
mention has been made in this Ascsembly about the use and procedures
followed ty county councils. I have cbhserved some of those

prccedures. T have <seen the actions ‘taker. I have seen bills
approved for payment tc individuals after those individuals have
wcrked for the county. Now there is no way the county can avoid

paying in those circumstances and I think there is a lot of good old
traditicn in some of otr local government that should te re-examined.

Finally I want tc menticn that I do believe that as members we
have functions somewhat 1like the Ombudsman with respect to our
constituents. If <ccmebody comes to us with a problem, a specific
prcblem, and they want it ctecked out, I think we must have the means
to do that.

MR. CEFUTY SPEAXKER:

May the hon. minister clcse the debate?
MR. CRAWFCRC:

Mr. Speaker, firstly the remark that was made latterly by the
hon. Member for Wetaskiwin-leduc, that this sort of an amendment

seems to create a different view of welfare ¢than has been the
tradition in the province, in the sense that it appears to introduce
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a right to welfare, is simply not a possible interpretation of the
till that is before the House at the present time. It has nothing
wvhatever tc do with it.

I do want to resoond, though, to the ouestions that have been
asked in regard to the position of a member of the Legislature and
positions c¢f members cf municipals councils. And further, in a very
brief way, the positior of the appeal boards. My reading of the
proposed bill, in answering the question as to appeal boards first,
is that that is one of the excepticns for which the information can
te made available. That resclves that, and I think it's in the
interests cf the rublic generally that information be availaktle to
the appeal toards. I'm sure they coculdn't conduct their business
withcut it, and I, for cne, intend that the appeal boards have a full
and adequate play, and want to underline the ccnfidence I have in the
collective wisdom cf groups of citizens who are selected and given
the otligation of making thcse determinations on behalf of the public
interest.

ME. DEFUTY SPEAKER:

Excuse me. I wcnder, does the House agree to stop the clock in
order that the hon. minister may continue and comglete his
presentation?

MR. STRCH:

A gquestion on the point of order. T understand ttkat we will
revert to Orders of the Day. Will we be taking very much time on
this?

MR. DEEOTY SPEAKER:
Hew long does the hon. minister have to speak?
MR. CRAWFCRLC:
I have about twc minutes remaining.
HON. MEMBERS:
Agreed.
MR. CRAWFORD:

Thank you hon. merters. The reference to aldermen is a matter I
would like to say on which I can fully appreciate the argument made
by the hon. Member for Calgary North Hill. I would like to give
consideration in the stage between now and the time of the committee,
in ccnjunction with the legislative counsel, as to whether or nct the
sutsection (b) of Section 2 might be taken to apply to aldermen. And
at this roint would ncte that in the exceotions in subsection (b) all
of the exceptions say that, cf course, the disclosure may be made to
such a perscn. Not that that person to whom it's made may thereafter
broadcast it. I think that's a very isportant part of that
exclusicnary subsecticn tc note.

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, coming tc the question of the MLA's., I
vwould have to concur with the hon. Member for Little Bow, and I think
if it had just been left to the two of us we could have finished this
about 40 minutes ago perhaps, that there is scme doubt in regard to
the pcsiticn of the MLAR which deserves clarification and I'm
perfectly willing, when a clause- ty-clause study comes in the
ccmoittee stage, to have a proposal ready for the House in that
regard.

[The mction was carried without dissent: Pill No. 61 was read a
second time.]
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MP. LCUOGHEED:

Mr. Speaker, I recogrize that we are now past 5:30. I did have
a statement that I very briefly wanted to rake today because it
related to a matter of business that developed today, and I wonder if
I could have the leave of tte House to briefly revert to <(Crders of
the Day?

HCN. ¥EMBERS:
Rareed.
MR. ICUGHEED:

The report we 1received today had to do with the matter of the
Select Ccrnittee of the Legislature involved with the questicn of
looking at the matter and deqree ¢f cwnership and control of Alberta
industries by Albertans. I made a suggestion yesterday in Orders of
the Tay that this ccmmittee consider an interim report, because it
was important for the legislature and for the government to consider
this matter to place <come input into the rrocess in terms of the
consideration by the federal government as to the response by the.
Alterta Legislature and the Alberta Governrent on the matter. I
think the matter was raised, too, by the Leader of the Cppositicn.

In ccnsidering the report that we received today from the
Standing Ccmmittee it's my view that tke gcvernment now is required,

and I +thkink is cbligated -- despite the fact that there is a Select
Committee dealing with this among a number of other important
subjects -- to take =scme specific action. In the letter I had

mentioned that I had received from the Prime Minister yesterday, the
Prime Minister asked if we wculd receive Mr. Gray, the Minister of
RPevenue, and discuss with him the details and the provisions that are
involved in the ©prorosed federal 1legislaticn. It is now the
government's intention to do that and I hope that we <can, at the
earliest possible time within a matter of weeks, have a response to
the tederal governrent as tc our views on the particular statement
and the legislation that was announced yesterday.

When we take a position I would like to assure hon. menrbers that
the views that we have expressed to the federal government will be
made known to all the members of the Legislature shortly thereafter.

MR. STR(M:

Mr. Speaker, first of all let me say that I feel it was rather
unfair to ask the ccmmittee to bring in an interim report on very
short notice. I understand they decline tc make such an interim
statement, and T think rightly so under the circumstances.

I aporeciate the hon. Premier has now stated that he feels it
will te necessary for the gcvernmert tc have a meeting sith Mr. Gray
and officials of the federal government. I don't have any objecticn,
of course, to this route teing follcwed. It does place the members
of the ccmmittee maybe in a very difficult spot. I say ‘'maybe’,
because at this pcint in time I cannot clearly state whether this
would te =<=o, but it would be my view that if the government will be
ncw considering making a statement then the members of the
Legislature should be free to express themselves in any way that they
want tc. That for the purposes of the committee we wculd consider
that it 1is in fact not sittina for the purposes cf considering this
issue, and that up until the time of making a statement by the
government any members cf the Legislature, whether they are on the
committee cr not, will be free in the light of the information that
has been tabled, to exrress their personal viess.

I make that statement, Mr. Speaker, because I think there is
some doubt as to the pcsition of the members of the committee. And I
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would 1like to have that clarified so that there will be no aquestion
of scmecne having broken the rules cf the House as a result of the
committee having been establisted.

I would also feel, of course, that anv information that will be
forthcoming now will then be made available to the «ccmmittee when
they meet again, and that ¢they will then proceed as originally
intended. BRut I do feel, Mr. Speaker, through you to the hcn.
Premier, that there needs tc be scme clarification of the ccmmittee's
positicn in this interim period.

MR. LOUGHEED:

mr. Speaker, if I could have the leave cf the House to respond
by way of a point cf clarification, I'd like to do that.

SOME HCN. MEMBERS:
Agreed.
MR, LCUGHEED:

I'd certainly ccncur with the hon. lLeader that members of the
committee and all members of ¢the Llegislature should not feel
restricted or restrained from any comment whatsoever with regard to
this patter, having regard tc the government's prorosed action,
whether they are within the committee cr not.

Secondly though, I would suggest that there are five cther very
impcrtant responsibilities and a very positive way that the committee
has had presented ¢to it by the motion, and I would hope that the
committee would consider that they would be proceeding cn those five
roints, and would ccnsider that there is some very important action
that they could take. Because only one of the six instructions that
were directed by the Assembly to the committee dealt with this
specific issue, and I refer in particular to sub-paragraph C. and
for that reason I would hope that the committee would proceed. I
would also hope that the ccmmittee, even in the process of its final
conclusions, would nct feel ¢that they were in any way restricted
frcm, at that time, ccming forth with any further views or any
further assessments cn this questicn.

SOME HCN. MFEMBERS:
Agreed.
MR. DEEUTY SPEAKER:

The House now stands adjourned vuntil tcmorrow afternoon at 2:30
c'clock.

[1he House rose at 5:39 gr.]
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